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DEDICATED 


TO THE 


PATRONS or LIBERTY. 


Yr virtuous friends to Mankind! Ye diſintereſted 
lovers of Freedom! Accept this ſmall tribute! Pity 
the accumulated miſery of the poor Barſilians. Though 
natives of an Iſland far remote from outs, I truſt you 
will drop the genuine tear of ſympathy, when you re- 
fle ct on that terrible dream, into which they have been 
maliciouſly plunged for many centuries, by means of a 
wonderful ſoporific, called the- Opium Mand. Surely 
you will join with me in thanking our beneficient Crea- 
tor for preſerving this happy Iſland from fimilar miſ- 
fortunes. Heaven be praiſed we have no cruel oppreſ- 
fors-—=- Taxes ate few and ec ſy The poor feel them- 
ſelyes ſupremely happy and comfortable The rich are 
the very milk of human kindneſs — They never ſee a miſe- 
rable object without ſtopping to relieve bis wants. We 
have no /azy venal Penſioners, or profligate Placemen (like 
thoſe unhappy Hlanders) to wring the peaſant's Hard- 
earned ſhilling from his purſe, —We indiſputably enjoy the 
beſt, and the cheape/?, Conſtitution on the face of the 
Globe: Indeed, a Man muſt be worſe than an Infidel 
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DEDICATION, 


not to believe it is, © Maſt excellent—moſt delightfal— 


perfectly unrivalled—the wonder, the envy, and the admira- 
tion of the whole World;” as is clearly proved by other 
Nations having made repeated attempts to form ſimilar 


cheap and happy Conſtitutions. 


It, reader, thou art not a downright ideot, thou 


wilt declare that the American, and all ſuch ebene 


z{1-regulated Goyernments, ought to be ſeverely repro- 
bated, if not totally exterminated. 


Careleſs of cenſure or applauſe, the Author lives, un- 
known in a little mug manſion, ſequeſtered from the 
buſy trifling World; and begs leave to ſubſcribe him- 
ſelf a well-wiſher, and decided friend to the whole 


human race, excepting —— 
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CHAP. 1. 


HERE arevery few human inventions, how ridiculous ſoever 
they appear, but may ſooner or later prove ſerviceable to man- 
kind. I am led to make this reflection on account of the ſingular 
ſervice I lately derived from that curious machine an Air-balloon. 
Prompted by curioſity, with one of theſe atrial vehicles, I departed 
fror1 this whirling globe of ours, fully determined to viſit the lunar 
world. For ſeveral days my machine did not make much progreſs, on 
account of the currents of air being various, and ſometimes directly 
againſt me. At laſt a ſtrong favourable current blew very ſteadily, 
and carricd me towards the moon at the aſtoniſhing and rapid rate of 
one hundred miles every hour. Poſſibly fome hours I might go a mile 
or two more, and others a few miles leſs: I will not be pofitive as to 
that matter. Having travelled in this extraordinary manner ſeventeen 
days, fix hours, two minutes, and three ſeconds, I ſafely landed on an 
Iſland, which I afterwards found to be Barſilia, and at no great diſ- 
tance from its magnificent metropolis. The ſtrange adventures I mer 
with among the Barfilians, the curious obſervations I made concerning 
their ſingular form of government, excentrie manners, ſtrange fondneſs 
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for an abſurd dream, &c. are faithfully recorded in the foilowing 
ages. 

Abour noon I attained the ſummir of a lofty hill, not far from the 
city Auguſtina; where 1 could not forbear ſtopping to contemplate 
the magnificent ſcene which art and nature preſented to my view. In 
a wide extended valley, through which ran a beautiful winding rapid 
river, appeared a ſuperb city of prodigious extent, built in an irregu- 
lar manner, on the two oppoſite banks of the Ifis, (for by this name 


the Barſilians diſtinguiſhed their river). The country around the city 


was delightfully pictureſque, and ſeemed a perfect garden. Innu- 
merable little ſnakes were eternally buſy cultivating the ſoil, tending 
their cattle, crefting pompous or convenient dwellings, wafting ſeveral 
ſorts of wooden towers up and down the river, driving ſnakes, of a ſu- 
perior degree to themſelves, to and fro in little boxes ; whilſt a fort of 
ſtupid indifference appeared on all thoſe countenances, which were 
ſufficiently near for m inſpection. Theſe different occupations all 
going forward at the fame time, created a perpetual, though not un- 
pleaſant buz. Eternal variety entertained the wandering eye. Wrapt 
in awful admiration at the numerous wonders around me, I exclaimed, 
gracious God, how happy muſt theſe reptiles be ! 

Not fo, replied a thoughtful ſnake, who ſat muſing near a tree, 
which had ſcreened him from my fight. Surpriſed at this exclama- 
tion, I turned my head, and entered into diſcourſe with the diſcontented 
reptile. He ſcemed to be neither one of the firſt rank nor yet a ple- 
beian. Wiſdom fat upon his dejected countenance, and tne filent irre- 
ſiſtibly progreſs of time had marked his hair venerably grey; for the 
ſnakes of Barſilia are not ſhaped like the ſnakes of my country; on 
the contrary, they walk erect, and differ in many eſſential qualities. 
Not happy, faid I, rather tartly, ſure you jeſt? At this moment a 
box curiouſly decorated, reached the furamit of the hill, followed by a 
multizude of inferior boxes, ſo that my head almoſt became dizzy with 
gazing on them. 1 obſerved my new acquaintance- beheld this pom- 
pous parade, which created my aftoniſhment, ſometimes with filenr 
diſdain, and at others with a ſarcaſtic ſmile. No ſooner was the caval- 
ade out of fight than he addreſſed me thus, « Perceiving that you are 
a ſtranger to our country, and have formed wrong notions, by merely 
regarding the flowery but deceitful ſurface of «things, I will undeceive 
you : know then, the leader of this ridiculous ſcene of expenſive and 
unſubſtantial ſplendour is our Great Snake; the others compole only 
a very ſmall part of his numerous followers. The proportion they 
bear to the reſt of the ſnakes in this extraordinary iſland, is not more 


than one to a thouſand, and yet they have long kept the little ſnakes 


in a ſtate of abſolute ſlavery. Alarmed at this apparent falſehood, I 
replied, ceaſe your diſcourſe, nor thus attempt to 1mpoſe on my cre- 
dulity ; do not I perceive with my own eyes that the little ſnakes are 
not chained ? on the contrary they labour hard (God bleſs them!) at 
their ſeveral avocations from morning to night. True replied my new 


_ Friend, calmly, (for he proved a ſnake of an excellent temper), but 


though 
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though they arc not actually chained, they are nevertheleſs abſolute 
flaves ; for exactly ſix parts out of ſeven, belonging to the produce of 
their labours, or any little property which they may poſſeſs, is taken 
from them, to ſupport the Great Snake and his followers, in that un- 
meaning pomp and luxury, which you have juſt beheld; with the re- 
maining ſeventh they make a ſhift to exiſt; for, I cannot allow that 
to be living, where the fimple and irreſiſtible calls of nature are very 
ſparingly ſupplied. 1t may ſeem very ſtrange to you how one reptile 
can enſlave a thouſand, and ſtranger ſtill how in their turns the heads 
of every thouſand, and every ſnake throughout the magnificent king- 
dom of Barfilia, amouoting together to the enormous number of eight 
millions, are compelled, whether they will or not, to ſerve the Great 
Snake. In the firſt place he is a very moderate reptile; being content 
with only the ſeventeenth part of what the united labours of eight 
millions of his ſubjects produces. You will admit his moderation 
in this caſe I preſume ? 29 

At this interrogation, uttered with a ſatrical ſmile, I began to waver 
in my opinion and replied, indeed, Sir, as yet, I am no Politician. 

« The remaining ſixteen parts are variouſly diſpoſed of, but moſtly 
to keep a certain wheel which you may perceive fixt in the great city, 
in perpetual motion. | 

Bleſs me, how can ſuch immenſe ſums be requiſite for greaſing that 
zwheeb? ſurely one might purchaſe a new one much cheaper; and then 
the little ſnakes would be able to apply the money ſo ſaved to feed and 
clothe themſelves and little ones | 

Your obſervations are very juft, ſaid he, and I am glad you are be- 
ginning to ſee with the penetrating eye of reaſon. I hope ſoen to- 
tally to diſpel that thick miſt of ignorance, (for ignorance is ever the 
child of error), occationed by barbarous, unnatural cuſtoms ; and 
thoſe abſurd antiquated prejudices, which have clouded your under- 
ſtanding, and led your better reaſon captive. | | 

The chief followers of our Great Snake, who we diſtinguiſh by the 
name of © The firſt order of venemous ſnakes, on account of their 
aiding the great one to, oppreſs the little ones; in conſequence of their 
— allowed a large ſhare in the plunder, fit in yonder conſpicuous 
manſon near the weſtern ſkirts of the city. This order has alſo a 
particular nickname, on account of their natural, and almoſt invari- 
able propenſity to qulneſ;; a failing which with them ſeems heredi- 
tary: for I muſt not omit informing you tbat the dignities of theſe 
reptiles deſcend from father to fon. | 

The little ſnakes, at different periods of time, made vigorous ſtrug- 
gles to regain that heaven- born Liberty which God and Common Senſe 
aſlured them was their natural right: nor were their noble efforty in 
the ſacred cauſe altogether unſucceſsful. By degrees they dion 
few trifling (though at that time invaluable) privileges from their 


head ruler: one of thoſe privileges, and that of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, was permiſſion to ſelect a few from among themielves, to meet 
together in a manſion adjoining tothe houſe of the Firſt order of vene- 
mous ſnakes.” Theſe reptiles were to take the parts of thoſe that 
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ſent them, againſt the oppreſſions of the Great Snake, and thoſe of 
the firſt order. However, it unfortunately happened that moſt of 
theſe aſſemblies became, in proceſs of time, afflicted with a ſtrange 
diſorder, which lulled them faſt aſleep, whenever the deareſt intereſts 
of the community required them to wake; by means of an applica- 
tion being made to the palms of their hands, agreeable to the Great 
Snake's directions, of a certain quantity of that ' <vbee/-pgreaſe juſt 
mentioned. Its effects, Sir, continued my intelligent acquaintance, 
moſt emphatically, are truely amazing: on this ſoporific application 
being properly and regularly made every year, a ſnake which before 
could {peak fluently in behalf of his fellows, either becomes perfectly 
dumb, ſpeaks faintly in their favour, or even (unnatural as it may 
ſeem), exerts his talents againſt them 

One of theſe aſſemblies, who, about one hundred and fifty years 
ago, had the courage to reſiſt the numerous oppreſſions of the Great 
Snake who then ruled; and even, after a ſueceſsſul bloody ſtruggle, 


fo cut off bis head : a fate which he an merited. This example 


has been thought of ſome little ſervice, for the Great Snakes, ſince 
this time, have not been quite ſo deſpotic. 

As to the members of this aſſembly, who have obtained the name 
of © the ſecond order of venemous ſnakes,” at preſent they op- 
preſs the little harmleſs ſnakes as much as the great one, and 
thoſe of the firſt order. 

Many reaſons may be affigned for this baſe conduct, beſides the ap- 
plication of zvheel-greaſe. 

Fir ſt. Moſt of thoſe diftrifts which ſend members, are, by 
means of various accidents, become almoſt totally un inhabited; o 


that the. Great Snake and his followers, nominate ſuch reptiles as 


they well kriow are not proof againſt this magical application. 

Secondly. Many new, extenſive, and populous cities have aroſe 
in Barſilia, within a ſhort time; all theſe, the Great Snake, (who 
is a prudent reptile) will not admit to be repreſented, for fear the 
ſecond aſſembly ſhould, in proceſs of time become too independent, 
and curtail his power; which is ftill ſo extravagantly great, that 
he need only ſay to any little ſnake, „Be an enemy to your race,” 
and he becomes immediately a ſnake of either the firſt or ſecond order; 
and rides in one of thoſe boxes which lately paſt us. 

Here I begged to know whether the Great Snake could ire 
reality change the little ones from what they were before ; or whether 
it was all a bubble, like the fine boxes, which had created my 
aſtoniſnment. | 

The ſtranger aſſured me, with much ſolemnity, that none but God 
could change any ſnake ;—that their ruler generally picked out 
the moſt abandoned and infamous reptiles to grace with his fa- 
vours ; well knowing that the deep thinking Philoſopher (for we 
have ſome in Barfilia), treats ſuch abfurdities with the mortifying 
contempt they deſerve: I call them abſurdities, becauſe if I was 


ts ſtrike you gently acroſs the back, it certainly would not ' 


make 


fs 


make you a different creature from what you was before, nor con- 
vert a profligate reptile into a virtuous one; neither would the 
Great Snake's giving you a piece of parchment either exalt or di- 
miniſh you in reality. It is all a moſt ridiculous dream : we 
need only think to recover our ſenſes, fo long bewildered by tyrant” 
cuſtom. 

To all this wide field of information, I only replied, 'tis admi- 
rable ! Admirable indeed! “ retorted my / acquaintance, with his 
uſual ſarcaſtic ſmile !”” and making a low bow, bid me adieu, as I 
ſhall ſerve the reader, for the preſent with this line, 


Be rul'd by reaſon, and by nature's laws. 
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FTER the departure of this extraordinary perſonage, I remained 
upon the top of the hill a conſiderable time, in a filent penſive at- 
titude, muſing upon the wonderful jntelligence I had juſt gained. 
Surely, ſaid I to myſelf, all this can never be true ! theſe reptiles ap - 
pear not totally deſtitute of common ſenſe. How can I reconcile this 
egregious folly of the little ſnakes to ſound reaſon : What, remain in 
a voluntary ſtate of the moſt miſerable and abje& ſlavery ! Impoſlible ! 
"Tis paſt my comprehenſion ; and I muſt ſet out for the great city, to 
inform myſelf concerning theſe circumſtances by occular demonſtra- 
tion. Thus reſolved I faumtered along the road leading to Auguſtina, 
the metropolis of Barſilia. 

The firſt object which attracted my attention was an ancient ſnake, 
who with much civility requeſted alms: pleaſed with his demeanour, 
1 chearfully complied with the requeſt ; at the ſame time begging he 
would favour me with a conciſe hiſtory of his adventures; for me- 
thinks, friend, there muſt be ſomething ſingular in thy life : more- 
over I am curious to learn whether the little ſnakes of this Iſland are 
happy or not ? 

Happy, © retorted the beggar, with ſome degree of acrimony,” how, 
Sir, can you aſk ſuch a ridiculous queſtion ? If miſery and wretched- 
neſs, in the extreme, produce happineſs, I grant we are ſupremely 
bleſt: yet our oppreſſors, in defiance of reaſon, common ſenſe, and 
our own feelings, endeavour to perſuade us we are not only happy, 
bur enjoy the moſt glorious fabric in the Moon, Not to tire your 
patience, I will procced to gratify your requeſt with as much bre- 
vity as poſſible. 

My name is Rollo. I almoſt bluſh to tell my family: yet why ſhould 
J bluth for the folly and abſurdity of others; fince a cruel and iniqui- 
tous cuſtom which prevails in this Ifland, occaſions my diſtreſs. Know 
then, I am one of the younger brothers of Sarfax, a ſnake of the firſt 
order; who, not long fince, paſt me with the moſt contumelious diſ- 
Jain, in one of thoſe curious boxes which lately drove along the road. 
My only crume, Sir, was having the misfortune to come into the Moon 
te bours after my elger brother. Our father was like the reſt of the 
ſnakes of the firſt order, proud, imperious, cruel, avaricious, and vin- 
dictive; but ef all his numerous vices, pride was the moft predomi- 
nant. In his younger years he ſerved in the. army of our Great 
Snake, with ſome degree of reputation. His heart! (poor crea- 
ture !) was fixed on a certain bauble ſhaped in the form of a Star; 
which, after many years ſolicitation, and much ſervile attendance, he 
obtained, . 
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You call this a bauble, ſaid I, no creature of common ſagaciry wou! 
ſpend the moſt of his-life in purſuit of a bauble. 

„ call it ſo becauſe its value is purely viſionary. It is in fact no- 
thing more than a trifling toy for grown up ſnakes : or, if it is of any 
utility (which I can by no means admit) it is in caſting a certain ſhade 
over the vices of its poſſeſſor. The little ignorant ſnakes, when they 
regard one of the firſt order, ſeldom look at the creature himſelf, but 
at this trinket.” 

How 1s this, I exclaimed, do not the inferiour claſſes of ſnakes in 
this excentric iſland poſſeſs wo77mon ſenſe? Suruly they know that reaſon 
bids us eſteern every thing according to its intrinſic, and not 1maginary 
worth? In the name of wonder, why ſhould a debauched, cruel rep- 
tile, be accounted better than he really is on account of this bauble's 
being fixed to his breaſt? Do they believe in taliſmanic power, and 
ſuppoſe the touch can regenerate a vile corrupted heart? 

No Sir, © replicd the fupplicant,” they are at preſent under the bar- 
barovs influence of an uncommon. long dream. Ignorance, artifice, 
and prejudice, firſt lulled them to fleep. The great ſnake, and his 
gaudy retinue, who are the ſole gainers by it's continuance, are very 

olicitous not to awake them, or to ſuffer others to do it: For, not long 
ſince a neighbouring nation of reptiles ſuddenly awoke, and took a fevere 
though jutt revenge, on all their cruel oppreſſors. Engaged to have 
been many centuries kept in a profound fiupor, and diſcovering the 
draught by which their ſſcep had been effected; they refuſed drinking 
any longer; and 8 expelled their former barbarous taſk-mai- 
ters. Theſe magnaminious reptiles have uſed many friendly endeavours 
to awake the un fortunate inhabitants of this iſland ; nor have they been 
mtirely unſucceſsful. Old folks, Sir, are naturally talkative, therefore 
I hope you will excuſe this digreſſion. 

To return to my father; not long after his having attained the fum- 
mit of his ſingular ambition, a certain, deſpotic deſtroyer, called death, 
laid violent hands upon my unbappy parent; (for he was unhappy not- 
withſtanding high rank, and great riches!) and carried him away to 
that land, From whence no traveller did c'er return... Myſelf, and 
brothers, aſſembled together to hear his will read; but what aſtoniſh- 
ment and indignation Fixed upon us all, ans. 4 that imperious reptile 
my elder brother) on finding the younger branches were cut off with a 
trifle 3 in order, as my father expreſſed it in his will,” „That the dig- 
nity of his eldeſt reptiles rank might be ſupported with greater ſplen- 
dour ; adding, that as the laws of Barſilia gave the eldeſt the title, it 
was requiſite to leave almoſt the whole of his property in that manner, 
for its glory and magnificence.” A judicious reaion truly! though by 
no means ſatisfactory to the younger branches of his family. For my 
part I entered into traffic with the little portion which fell ro my ſhare. 
For ſome time ſucceſs ſmiled on my indefatigable induſtry; but ruin, 
like a furious whirl-wind, ſuddenly overtook me in the midſt of my 
proſerity. 

You muſt know, Sir, notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of this iſland, 
that it formerly kept a continent ſituated in the weſtern extremity of 


the 


1 


the moon, in a ſtate of abſolute ſervitude. And what may poſſibly ex- 
cite your ſurprize, is, that is country, now no longer in a ſtate of ſlavery, 


is prodigiouſly more extenſive than Barſilia; and divided from it by an 
ecean one thouſand leagues acroſs. 
« How the deuce could the great ſnake accompliſh this? 1 
The opium wand, Sir, the opium wand ! © replied the forlorn beg- W 
gar, with a ſignificant ſhake of his head. | 5 
I deſired to be informed how this ſtrange wand operated, and what 7 
u was compoſed off ? . 8. 


« Fl] tell you, Sir, cis a bright metallic ſubſtance, of a yellow colour, 
and uncommon hardneſs. Were I ta expariate largely on it's virtues, 
I ſhould detain you till dark; therefore I ſhall brietly obſerve, that 
whenever it pleaſes our great ſnake to touch, any other reptile with it, 
the creature touched falls into a moſt profound ſlumber ; loſes its eye- 1 
ſight, and even its ſpeech: By means of repeated operations of this þ 
| / nature, that extenfive country was long kept in a ſtate of ſubjection. 
4 But as it is not the cuſtom, (neither is it poſſible,) for ſnakes to ſleep 
eternally, about ſeventeen years fince they awoke; to my ſorrow as an 
mdividual, though to the everlaſting benefit of the whole ſnaky race. 1 
I was then owner of ſome wooden towers, which occaſionally croſt the 0 
deep waters : In theſe were embarked my all. They were confiſcated 6: 
by the late ſleepers; who, to the aſtoniſhment of the Great Snake and 1 
his titled followers, now ſaw with uncommon clearneſs. Dawning 
reaſon began to illuminate their underſtandings: They acted as ſnakes 1 
endowed with immortal fouls ſhould act. After a ſeven years bloody Z 
Rruggle, their freedom was no longer diſputed by our Great Snake.“ 4 
I ſuppoſe then, ſaid I, he was convinced of the impropriety and ab- 1 
ſurdity of one ſnake's pretending to keep millions as ſlaves ; and there- 
fore generouſly gave them their liberty. 1 
Ah Sir }.you know little of his diſpofition, or indeed of the diſ- 4A 
poſitions of any of the great ſnake's that rule throughout the different 
diſtricts of the moon, if you conchude a conviction of that kind was the y 
occafion, No; honour, juſtice, humanity, truth, liberality, in ſhort 
all the virtues, are totally unknown to them. They live in a conſtant IJ 
round of extravagance and deceit. The true reaſon was ſeveral ſound 7 
drubbing, which the reptiles of Barſilia received from thoſe of the 
Continent. Believe me, nothing but ſtrong argument, ever altered 
the ruling ſnake's diſpoſition; and that argument the oppreſſed inhabi- 
3 rants of Barſilia, heartily tired of oppreſſion, are now about to uſe : 
| for, as I have before intimated, a neighbouring nation has awoke many 
thouſands from their leng night of reſt.” 
- Here I remarked it was wonderful the Great Snake, and his intereſt- 
b | ed followers, did not take ſome method to prevent the little ſnakes 
. from being compleatly rouſed. | 
þ As to that, Sir, they leave no ſtone unturned to produce a contrary 
| effect. Even the freedom of diſcuſſion is forbid under heavy penalties, 
4} Spies are placed in every company of ſnakes who have recovered the 
5 right uſe of their ſenſes. Schemes are planning to prevent the neigh- 
| | | douring ſnakes from viſiting Barſilia: or, if through their virtuous — 
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ſire to free the unhappy Barſilians from bondage, any venture do 
come; they are put under numerous reſtrictions : One of Which is 
putting them in dungeons, at the bare will of a ſnake in office ; pro- 
vided the Great Reptile takes it in his head to have any ſuſpicons, 
Moreover the Barſilians have a particular law which expreſsly ſays, 
that all reptiles confined, ſhall be brought to a fair trial > a ſhort 
limited time; yet, this law is ſuſpended with reſpect to repMes of any 
other country; and, in all probability, is only a preparatory ſtep to 
ſerving the unwary Barſilians themſelves in the ſame civil manner. 

I obſerved, the Great Snake, and his ſychophants, were certainly 
the moſt obliging creatures in the moon ; that the debt of gratitude due 
to them from the little ſnakes was uncommonly great—aud that I fin- 
cerely wiſhed it was amply repaid. 

The courteous and intelligent beggar with great emotion pronounced 
this ſentence ; © Never doubt it; the time draws nigh when we ſhall 
fully acquit our numerous obligations.” 

Now friend, have the goodneſs to finiſh thy little melancholy tale. 

« As to that I have little more to ſay on the ſubject. After the loſs 
of my all, I applied to my brother for a temporary relief; at the ſame 
time requeſting he would procure me ſome trifling place under the great 
ſnake ; his intereſt being very powerful. I received a cold contemp- 
tuous anſwer, but no relief; ſo that from mere neceſſity, I am obliged 
to collect a living as you ſee.” 

Then making a ſmall increaſe to. my charity, I bid the ftranger 
farewell, and continued my journey towards Auguſtina. 
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HERE is, thought I, ſomething very ſingular, and truly unac- 


countable, in the conduct of theſe -reptiles : and after turning 


every argument poſſible in my mind to account for their uncommon 
Flindnefs, I concluded (be not offended gentle reader) that they were 
under the power of enchantment; elſe why ſhould creatures take an 
active part againſt themſelves ? Neither could I conceive ſuch ſtrange 
conduct natural, therefore fome ſupernatural charm muſt be the remote 
cauſe. Arguing in this, manner I jogged penſively along the road, 
every now and then exclaiming, O wiſe and happy reptiles of Barſilia! 
How kind you are to requeſt your ſubtle oppreſſors to forge freſh ſhackles 
for yourſelves ! Be not uneaſy, ſagacious creatures! Your requeſts will 
undoubredly be complied with ? It is not uſual in my country for peo- 

le ro pull down their own houſes, therefore ſuppreſs your fears for, 
« That glorious fabric ;—the work of many ages ;—the envy and admira- 
tion of the whole Moon.” Believe me they are totally unneceſſary. 

Unfortunately I was ſo loft in the profundity of my own cogitations, 
that I never perceived a ſnake of the firſt order, who was ſo near in 
his box, that my laſt exclamation was diſtinctly overheard, 

The pompous creature, after ordering his gaudy box to. ſtop, addreſt 
me thus: What is that you ſay fellow about our glorious fabric ? 
Know I am the Great Snake's firſt-born, and will make you ſmart ſe- 
verely for your impertinence.“ 

I intreated the reptile would hear reaſon, calmly aſſuring him ] was 
only a travelling phiſoſopher, making remarks on the unaccountable be- 
haviour of the ſnakes of Barſilia, for my own information; and on the 
beauties and defects of thot grins fabric he ſeemed fo anxious about. 

He angrily replied 1, was welcome, (and ſhould cven be well paid,) 
to blazon forth its beauties, real or imaginary; but as to its defects it 
was a vile and infamous calumny to ſay it had any; adding as you ſeem 
a ſtranger to Barſilia, poſhbly you are unacquainted how it was made a 
compleat model of perfection about one hundred and four years 
fince. 

lubmiſſively replied, that in my country there was no ſuch thing as 
attaining abſolute perfection an this fd? the grave ; for every fabric muſt 
neceſſarily want repairing in proceſs of time; and when its foundations 
become z9toriouſly rotten ſhould be pulled down, and-rebuilt, for the 
convemence of its tenants. This unprudent anſwer, which I thought 
perfectly con.iftent with ſound reaſon, and common ſenſe, ſo enraged 
the great ſnake, that by his order I was made a priſoner, and conduct- 
ed to the ; where to my great ſurprize I found my intelli- 
gent friend mentioned in the firſt chapter; who calmly bid me wel- 
come, ſaying, I ſuppoſe my leflon has already been of ſome ſervice 
a in 
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fa reſtoring you to your right ſenſes, and enlarging your underſtanding) 
otherwiſe we ſhould not have met here fo unexpettedly.” - . 

I told this friendly reptile I found it was dangerous to philoſophize, 
or even to poſſeſs common ſenſe, in Barfilia, aſſuring him I had only ſpoke 
undeniable truths. 

« He ſmilingly bid me not be caſt down, but to procee boldly in 
the glorious and ſoul-animating caufe I had eſpouſed, for be affured 
reaſon, ſelf-intereſt, and common ſenſe, will ſhortly rule trium- 

hant. | 
: I proteſted it might be ſo for any — I knew ; but for the future 
(if ever I got out of that dreary uncomfortable manſion) I ſhould bs 
very careful not to ſpeak common ſenſe within the hearing of any reptile 
of the firſt order; and then related my adventure. He liſtened with 
attention; and when I finiſhed, gave me this ſhort ſketch of my per- 
ſecutors character. 

« | can aſſure you, Sir, it is not for want of common ſenſe that this 
great perſonage hal that ſame rotten fabric you have mentioned; for 
to give him his due he has received a elaſſical education; and poſſeſſes 
a polite demeanour : the true. reaſon is, his being deſtined, one day or 


- Other, .to fill the important poſt now occupied by the Great Snake. 


He is titled the , a diſtinction always given to the reptile 
deftined to ſucceed to the de dignity of ruling the iſland of Barſilia. 
Early in life this creature was eminently diſtinguiſhed for exceſſive de- 
bauchery, profuſe diſſipation, gaming, &c. &c. ſo that his wheel-greaſe 
became entirely exhauſted. How to procure more, and pay the nume- 
rous debts he had contracted became the queſtion. At laſt the opizr 
wand being properly applied to the reprefentatives of the ſecond order, 
a large quantity of wheel-greaſe was extorted from the common ſnakes 
by their command; and given for the expreſs purpoſe of enabling this 
dignified reptile to fulfil his contracts: But, to the aſtoniſhment of all, 
the greaſe was applied to ſupport the ſame infamous career of diffipa- 
tion: I call it infamous, becauſe ſuſtained through the hard labour ot 
the little ſnakes: Very little of it went to pay the creatures debts ; 
though with deep diffimulation he made many ſolemn promiſes of 
amendment while the matter was in agitation. At preſent I can aſ- 
ſure you he is'more involved than ever. For ſome time he has been 
trying to delude the drowſy natives of Barſilia, by playing the ſame 
ſtale trick over again, but without ſucceſs. This, Sir, is the character 
of your perſecutor, who may, if reaſon does not prevent it, ſome future 
time, preſide over the ſnakes of this iſſand. 

I begged to know whether there was any probability of their ſub- 
mitting to ſuch an abſurd cuſtom ? 

Not much indeed; for knowledge has lately made a raid progreſs 
here. Every day, nay every hour, ſome ſnake or other awakes; and 
a reptile once awaked never fleeps again: then the charm ends, and 
dawning reaſon gradually becomes victorious.” 

O miſerable ſnakes of Barfilia, I ejaculated ! May heaven proſper 
your virtuous endeavours, and quickly rouſe you all, from your viſion- 
ary dream ! Nl 
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T grew more and more enamoured of my fellow priſoners converſa · 
tion; which, according to my uncultivated ideas, ſeemed truly philan- 
trophical. I requeſted he would inform me what ſort of a place that 
was we were confined in, and why the Great Snake fortified it ſe 
carefully ? | 

He replied, it was, Sir, originally erected by one of our Great Snake's 
anceſtors, about ſeven hundred years fince, in order to curb the little 
ſnakes of Auguſtina ; and contribute towards preſerving the dominion 
of the whole Iſland of Barſilia; which he had juſt conquered. It has 
two names, the firſt of great antiquity, viz. the , and the 
Bicetre. Our oppreſſive ſnakes wiſh it to be diſtinguiſhed by the firſt 
name, becauſe it promotes a gentle ſleep; at leaſt it is not of ſo rouſing 
2 nature as the other; however, the little ſnakes chuſe to call it by the 
latter, in hopes of thoroughly awaking the Barfilians. Obſerve its 
four antique towns : (Here I peeped betwixt two cold iron bars.) Mark 
how unequal they are in point of dimenſion. 

As to the Great Snake's reaſon for repairing it, I am of opinion he 
means, to reſide here ſhortly ; therefore it is but common prudence to 
provide a ſnug aſylum, againſt the time when all the reptiles of Bar- 
filia ſhall awake, from their lethargic ſtupor. Whenever this event 
happens, which (according to a prophecy contained in the ſeventh 
chapter of DB, and beginning at the ſeventh verſe,) we have great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe will very ſpeedily occur; oppreſſors of every deno , 
mination muſt ſeek ſhelter fomewhere, 

I interrupted. my venerable friend, (whoſe name I underſtood was 
veeclear) requeſting him to give me a little inſight into the ſaid pro- 
phecy; and then to favour me with an account of the moſt diftinguiſh- 
ed ſnakes for rank, wickedneſs, and oppreſſion 

As to the prophecy, he aſſured me it was already begun to be ac- 
compliſhed. The little horn ſignifies that country near Barſilia, whoſe 
inhabitant not long ſince ſuddenly awoke. The nervous and ſublime 
language which they addreſs to the ſnaky race, in general, may juſtly 
be termed, « A mouth ſpeaking great things; and correſponds exactly 
with the prophecy. The ten horns mean the ten deſpotic diviſions 
mto which this quarter of the Moon, has for many centuries, been 


invariably divided. As ſoon as one fell, by any accident, another in a 


very few years aroſe ; ſo that the number regularly continued. Mark 
the ſingularity of theſe circumſtances. There are three of the ori- 
ginal ten horns to be plucked up by the roots. According to the preſent 
aſpect of affairs it does not require much penetration to pronounce that 
the iſlay d of Barſilia is one of the three. It appears alſo, after a time, 
that the remaining ſeven will be totally extirpated, aud, The ancient 
of days will fit.” When the little ſnakes come to know that an all- 
powerful God is for them, . you will be ſurpriſed to ſee with what alert- 
neſs and intrepidity they will ſhake off their cumbrous ſhackles ! The 
potent charm by which they are ſtrangely enervated at preſent, will 
ſuddenly ceafe ! The opizm wand will bole it's accuſtomed influence, 
A ſenſe of their own innate dignity, and natural importance, will in- 
ſpice them: Then down goes the deluſion, and all his venal train, 
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no more to riſe: for paſt a doubt the little horn has given its authorit 
a mortal aun: It may languiſh a ſhort ſpace, but it muſt finally fall. 

The Great Snakes in this quarter of the Moon feel the wound ſen- 
bly. They are forming deteſtable combinations amongſt themſelves 
to replunge thoſe little ſnakes who are arouſed, into their former ridi- 
culous dream: But, how can the horrid league proſper, when the 
great and glorious Creator of the univerſe is decidedly againſt them? 


HIM, who could ſpace unlimited define, 
Who bade th' obedient ſun on us to ſhine ! 
At whoſe command the ſpiral vortex rife 
In tow'ring columns, to the vaulted ſkies ! 
That power Omnipotent ! At whoſe defire 
Yon burning mountain pours a ſtream of fire ! 
Fields, cities, vineyards, towns, together fall 
8 one vaſt ruin, at his ſacred call! 
im, at whoſe bidding, earthquakes dire, no more 
From liquid floods create a new- born ſhore; 
Or pompous cities, (by their fury hurl'd,) 
Quick diſappear, ande another world; 
r dive, where monſters innocently play, 
And whirl-pools ſpring, more terrible than they ! 
Him, at whoſe bidding, all theſe tumults ceaſe, 
And noiſe terrific turns to ſilent peace 
Can Deſpots war with this eternal pow'r, 
Who bids the ſacred flame illumine ev'ry ſkore ? 
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« * compliance with your laudable wiſh,” continued Mr. Seeclear, 
8 « for further information, I ſhall now proceed occaſionally to re- 
count the characters of our Great Snake's follewers. You will hear of 
enormities Which make nature ſhudder, and even ſhock credibility. 
To ſuch a pitch of atrocious wickedneſs are our dignified ſnakes, in 
general, arrived, that the taſk of recounting their numerous crimes and 
failings is to me intolerably painful; but to oblige ſo intelligent a ſtran- 
ger, I will undertake it. You have already profited ſo much by my 
communications on che top of the hill, that ſuch a pupil will be an ho- 
nour to me, and amply repay the unpleaſant taſk. 

Having deſcribed the virtues of the firſt reptile, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the ſecond :; | | 

« He is a moſt eminent debauchee, an everlaſting drinker, in- 
tolerably proud, inſolent, cruel, and ignorant. Such, my friend, is 
this reptile. He is lately married to the daughter of à foreigner, 
who 1s now very buſy plannivg ſchemes to lull that brave na- 
tion of reptiles once more to ſleep, who lately waked in ſuch a furprifing 
manner. I am informed, the female has no great reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with her lot, but this being a nice point, I ſhall not poſitively deter- 
mine; neither, in fact, is it of any conſequence to the little ſnakes 
for were they, and the whole groupe, aſcended to heaven, the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature would not be injured one tittle. 

Next in order comes the —— This reptile's profeſſion 
is to conduct thoſe moveable towers, which appeared viſible from the 
top of the hill, acroſs the deep waters. Though bred to it from his 
very infancy, the creature has made little progreſs in the practical part 
of his profeſſion; of the theory he has ſome little knowledge. 

« You muſt underſtand, Sir, that the chief ſnake in one of theſe 
ſioatir g towers, is as arbitrary as our Great Snake who governs Barfilia, 
Of this privilege our, imperious reptile always takes advantage. Va- 
rious are the puniſhments which he inflifts on the little ſnakes within 
his gripe. Sometimes by means of an animal peculiar to this climate. 
It has nite venomous tails, which makes it a formidable creature to en- 
counter.” 8 

« I ſuppoſe the little ſnakes were enchanted, during the operation, 
Faid I, « otherwiſe how could they tamely endure it ? 

« They certainly had drank a little of the ſomniferous draught; for 
"it is ſelf-evident, had they been perfectly awake, they never would 


have 


- 


W 
2 5 
» — INI SE ax > 4 
833 08 , \ 
* 


184 J 


have ſubmitted to ſuch atrocious barbarity. But this, Sir, is not the 
worſt part of his character, bad as it is. At this very moment he Keeps 
a female ſnake, who is the indiſputed property of another. This is a 
crime expreſsly forbidden by our Great God; and conſidered with hor- 
ror by all virtuous ſnakes. Not to be too prolix, I thall briefly obſerve, 
that all his brother's vices are familiar to him. As to any virtues (al- 
though it is a received opinion in this Iſland, that every nake is com- 
pounded of virtue and vice), I muſt profeſs my ignorance on that 
ſcore ; never having heard that he poſſeſſed any.“ 

« And is this reptile one of the firſt order? I demanded, 

« Undoubtedly ; had he been born an ourang outang, or was he an 
ideot, ar a lunatic, his birth would have intitled him to that.“ 

« What excellent policy! I remarked, with a ſmile; “ Poſſibly I 
may recommend hereditary ſucceſſion to my countrymen, if ever I 
get out of this d place.” 

The next profligate reptile which I purpoſe introducing to your 
mental acquaintance, ' continued Mr. Sceclcar, “ is Pitticus Plauſible, 
the chief favourite of our Great Snake; and who ulually tranſacts all 
public affairs in his name. This reptile roſe from mediocrity by a 
baſe proſtitution of good natural talents, (for talents his very enemies 
allo & him to poſſeſs). He began his public career with pretend:ng to 
eſpouſe the ſacred cauſe of the little ſnakes; he declaimed violently 
among the ſnakes of the ſecond order againſt ſo cruelly oppreſſing 
them, in point of property ;—agamſt the abſurd mockery of pretending 
to allow them repreſentatives, when, in reality, not oze-tenth part of 
them were fairly repreſented ;—againſt the intolerable over-bearing in- 
fluence of the Great Snake ;—againſt bribery, corruption, and ſecret 

In ſbort, againſt all the numerous evils which the little miſe- 
rable ſnakes of Barſilia now groan under. By means of theſe plauſible 
pretences, the, cunning, unprincipled reptile overcame his powerful 
opponents, and quickly diſpoſſeſſed them of the delicate lbaves and 
#/hes ; the things which, by his conduct from that inauſpicicus mo- 
ment to this, the Barſilians-are now firmly perſuaded were all he ever 
aimed at. As to principle, they unanimoully proteſt he never bad any. 
I prove my aſſertions by the following notorious circumſtances ; which 
the whole Moon know to be matters of fact: It is now nine years ſince 
he fat down quietly on the principal loaf, (and moſt delicious eating 
it is), yet whenever any project was brought forward (which it fre- 
quently has been) for procuring the little tnakes ſomething like a fair 
repreſen:ation ; inſteud of remembeving his former fine deluſive pro- 
miſes, and acting agreeable to the rules of honour and conſcience, he 
took a little of the ſermſeras draught, and fleepingly murmured 
diſſent. | 

Again, not leſs than twenty new ſchemes have been planned and 

executed by this identical reptile, for extorting more wheet-greaſe from 
the little ſnakes ; by whoſe unmerited favour alone he obtained what 
he now ſo undeſervedly enjoys. It is very certain, that he anly checks 
his career at preſent, for fear of rouſing the mr uch-injured Barſilians from 
their long lumber. 
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Bribery, venal P——, and barc- faced corruption, have greatly 
increafed, inſtead of diminiſhing, ſince this reptile was firſt employed 
to keep that wheel, which J ſhewed you in the great city, in perpetual 
motion | 4 | 

« Confound the wheel,” ſaid I, enraged at the haſe apoſtacy of 
this unprincipled creature; „why do not the little ſnakes awake, and 
greaſe it them/ebves, if there muſt be ſuch a thing as a wheel ? You ſay a 
neighbouring nation of reptiles has 'awoke, and taken the greaſing of 
their wheel into their own hands, why do not the Barſil ians follow the 
glorious example? | 

Mr. Sceclear, with a philanthropic ſmile at the exceſs of my anger, 
bid me recollett, * that wheel-greaſe, and the wonderful opium wand, 
were compoſed of the fame yellow materials, and that theſe articles 
were yet in Pitticus Plauſible's hands.“ 

J felt corrected at this pertinent obſervation ; yet could not forbear 
hinting my furprize, that thoſe little ſnakes who were awake (ſince I 
underſtood there were many hundreds of thouſands in that predicament) 
did not d:ſcontrxze' contributing any heet-greaſe, for ſuch iniquitous 
purpoſes.” | : oy | ti | 

« Auguſtina was not built in a day.” 

I acquieſced in the juſtneſs of the remark ; and my friend proceeded 
to ſum up this reptile's character. Befides being ſo depraved a hy- 
pocrite, he is given to mtoxication. His manners are ſullen and 
referved—His deportment faſtidious—And his heart very, very 
hollow,” 

Enough, enough! 1 exclaimed; I can bear no more. How ad- 
mirably has this ſubtle reptite repaid the debt of gratitude he owed the 
httle harmleſs ſnakes ! 

« Admirably indeed ! and ere long they will confer ſuch a reward 
him as his baſe apoſtacy, and oppreſſive actions merit. But I have yet 
another deed to relate, which, if poſſible, exceeds his other actions in 
baſeneſs: A truly virtuous reptile, who was once his friend and com- 
panion, and united in the fame glorious endeayour to procure a fair re- 
preſentation for the little ſnakes, is, at this moment, virulently perſe- 
ered by him, merely for perſiſting ia the ſame path which they once 
trod together! Moreover, Pitticus Plaufible has, by a baſe manceuvre, 
nearby ruined his private affairs“. N b | 

- Treplied, „this action is indeed a refinement upon baſe apoſtacy ! 
Can the little ſnakes ramely ſuffer this ?—-Surely it is their duty to pre- 
vent his · being a ſufferer through his public-ſpirited endeavours ! Juſ- 
tice demands that they ſnould- protect both his perfon and property; 
or how can they expect any reptile to ſerve them faithfully in fu- 
ture?“ | N 

I will yow” faid my friend, © give you the picture of a ſnake 
conſiderably more aged than myſelf; yet, in ſpite of eighty years 
experience, he incorrigibly perſiſts in purſuing the ſame profligate, 
iniquitous gourfes, which have invariadiy marked his character, | 

Jugurtha Carfinv is deſtitute dr ahnoſt every virtuous ſentiment, 
which does honour to the ſraky race; hardened by a"conftant ”_ 
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of debauchery, the ſame ideas, the ſame wiſhes, ſtill actuate his viciated 
heart, notwithſtanding the ability for gratifying them is totally de- 
cayed.” g 

* With one foot in the grave, typically ſpeaking, he only regards 
the paltry, trifling things that periſh ; and forgets that which wilt 
exiſt to all eternity ;—Till time itſelf ſhall be no more “ 

To conchude, he is a miſerable ſlave to his depraved paſſions; a de- 
cided enemy to the whole oy race; a torment to himſelf; and the 
contempt and deteſtat ion of all the little ſnakes of Barfllia, 

« Indeed, when I fee this reptile tottering through extreme old 
age, and oppreſt with various infirmities, gy idling away thoſe few 
23 moments which he may ſtill call his own, I aſk my own 

art, can this reptile be endowed with reaſon ? | 

« Notwithſtanding the horrible portrait I -preſent to your view, 
would you conceive it poſſible, that this reptile is one of the firſt rank, 
and much eſteemed by the Great Snake? 
| 3 « there is nothing extraordinary in ⁊vo s herding 
together.” 

"Mr. Seeclear ſmiled, and began the memoirs of Attilius Philo. 
„This reptile, my friend, is an animal who ought to be held forth to 
the deteſtation of the whole Moon ; being notorious fer a crime which 
makes nature ſhudder. He was formerly captain of a floating tower; 
but is, at preſent, laid by as athing too infamous for even our profligate 
reptiles to have any connection with. As yet, he has had the 
good fortune to eſcape the fame ignominions fate which an elder 
brother of his deſervedly met, near thirty-three years ſince; though 
truth muſt aver his eſcape to be ſingularly unmerited, He is more 
than profligate, even beaftly in his amours ;—torally deſtitute of 
morality, integrity, or a common ſhare of underſtanding Cruel, 
oppreſſive, proud, deceitful, and avaricious; —a compleat egotiſt, 
ever talking of his virtuous ſelf, vain-gloriouſly boaſting of ima- 
ginary victories, and bloody battles which were zever fought. 

About ſeven years fince, he was obliged precipitately to fly 
this Iſland, having been detected in various frauds of both a public 
and private nature. After this important occurrence, he took 
refuge among thoſe brave reptiles who have lately ſhook off their 
downy manacles. They were ignorant of his true character, or he 
would have found no refuge arnong them ; for even in the profundit 
of their ſleep they deteſted ſuch accumulated vice. I am bas 
that he has lately begun to viſit Auguſtina in diſguiſe; however, he 
ſtill keeps a manſion in that foreign country; and a female ſnake, who 
occaſionally ſerves both father and ſon. Poflibly thoſe who do not like 
to hear {ibellons truths, being conſcious that they themſelves equally me- 
TIt the probing laſh of ſatire, would term theſe anecdotes feurrilous, if 
they heard them ; But I hold their praiſe and cenſure in equal con- 
tempt, I will bare the mean heart, and expoſe the depraved mind, 
let their poſſeſſors be ever ſo dignified, While I exiſt, no profligate 
ritled reptile ſhall go to his grave in peace. 1 will juſt ſtate one in- 
ance of this creature's crueſy, 2nd then quit ſo loatliſome a picture of 
nab y 
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fnaky depravity; for I perceive diſguſt plainly marked on your 
countenance, | 

He commanded a wooden tower, ſtationed beyond the great ocean, 

about ten years ſince; where conceiving a bitter antipathy againſt a 
young ſnake, who was unfortunately under his ſway, he beat the 
unhappy creature ſo terribly, that death was the conſequence a few 
hours after! Many ſuch anecdotes I could give you of this reptile.” 

I begged my friend to ceaſe ſpeaking of him; but I found nature 
revolted at ſuch atrocious barbarities being committed with impunity. 
He kindly acquieſced, and proceeded to delineate the character of 
Aruus Ariſtinax. 

« This dignified ſnake is particularly diſtinguiſhed for never hav- 
ing attempted to do a juft action in the whole courſe of his life bur 
once; and through an accident ever to be lamented he was hindered 
from finiſhing that fingle one.” 

FE obſerved, © It was a little unfortunate ; for when a ſnake of the 
firſt order attempts ſuch an unuſual thing (with them) as a juft deed, 
candour muſt wiſh it had proſpered ; but what was it; and how was 
the action prevented? | 

« Tf you had not interrupted me, I ſhould have explained that 
circumſtance by this time. He was convinced, after mature delibe- 
ration, that the only adequate atonement he could make to the Barſi- 
lians for the injuries he had done them, was to remove himſelf from 
their Iſland, into a country from whence no reptile, in modern times, 
ever returned. With this truly laudable intention, he ſuſpended him- 
felf in the air by ibe neck, and would very ſoon have accompliſhed his 
intended journey, had not a filly little ſnake (whom God confound) 
accidently prevented it. To be ſure the little reptile might not be 
fo well acquainted with the fe of the action as J am; or poſſibly 
he might conceive the deed to be partly way, as we have a reptile 
appointed for the expreſs purpoſe of conducting all ſnakes, whoſe 
merits may deſerve it, that journey; and this laſt- mentioned reptile 
receives a certain moderate compenſation for his trouble, I caanot 
abſolutely determine whether the little ſnake might not be moved by 
an idea of Ariſtinax's intending to defraud ] K of his ac- 
cuſtoined fee.” | 

I remarked that nothing was more likely. 

Both before and after this extraordinary circumſtance, our 
dignified reptile conſtantly diſtinguiſhed nimfelf for the coarſeſt 
and moſt vulgar debauchery. The loweſt female ſnake, covered 
with aſhes or brick-duſt, was equally welcome to his arms (ſtrange 
as it may ſeem, ſnakes have arms in Barſilia!) with the prowd, 
painted female reptile of the -firſt order. His appearance is very 
forbidding ;—his manners rude, vulgar, and diſguſting. Deſti- 
tute of natural or acquired talents; Completely profligate in his mo- 
rals, he only exiſts @ /ving fatire on the ſnaky race. 

„This creature has a fon, whoſe character may be ſummed up in 
a very few words ;—He is the very counterpart of his father, excepting 
that he poſſeſſes better natural talents.“ "9 
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CHAP. V. 


F myſelf quite diſguſted with the depraved character s Mr 
; Seeclear had introduced to my mental acquaintance, and bluſhin 

for the deep-rooted wickedneſs of theſe dignified ſnakes, I requeſted he 
would poſtpone giving me any more caricatures at preſent, and fayour 
me with a particular deſcription of that “ glorious fabric, which 
was the innocent cauſe of my confinement. He bid me look again 
through the grated window. I did fo, and perceived, or fancied I 

erceived, a ruinous old manſion, three ſtories high. 

He civilly informed me, that was the identical fabric I enquired 
about; adding I ſhall begin my obſervations with an account of the 
loftieſt tory. Obſerve the ſingularity of its having the Great Snake's 
ſtatue in front. For its accommodation alone is that part of the fabric 
built. The preſent ſtatne, my friend, has been fixed there about 
thirty<three years; and immediate death would be the conſequence of 
forcibly attempting to alter its pofition, how neceſſary ſoever thar 


x alteration might be; for our wiſe anceſtors decreed, about one hundred 


and four years ſince, (the time when this curious fabric was laſt re- 
built), that every ſtatue ſhould look that particular way, and no other. 
When, through an accident, equally common to both the powerful and 
the weak, the ſtatue tumbles down, another is carefully fixed up, 
preciſely in the ſame ſituation, by the ww:/e tenants of the middle and 
loweſt ſtories ; for, Sir, without the ſtatue they could not exiſt; 
though, for any thing I know to the contrary, that round glitterin 
thing which hangs ſuſpended over its head would anfwer the — 4 
equally as well. Its powers are wonderfully great. Indeed its chief 
votaries pretend it is of divine original; and that its whims and 
fancies ought to be complied with implicitly, in all things. Theugh, 
I confeſs, I could never diſcover any ſolid foundation for that extra- 
vagant opinion. Poſſibly you may aſcribe much of its power to en- 
chantment; for my part, I am doubtful whether this, or the judicious 
uſe of wheel-greafe is the true cauſe. It points with its fore finger, 
and, lo! armies of little ſnakes ariſe, and begin devouring their fel- 
low creatures ! its middle finger has the virtue of wafting unnumbered 
wooden towers acroſs the deep waters ! its little finger, the important 

ower of granting life, or inflicting death? — But as this uſeleſs ſtatue 
and the Great Snake hgnify the ſame thing, and I have touched on the 
ſubject of its unlimited authority in the tketch I gave you on the hill, 
there is no neceſſity for enlarging here. 

As it was a ſtatue of ſurpriſing power, I obſerved, © that undoubted- 
ly the tenants of the two lower ſtories took care to place a ſtatue of 
{ome natural abilities in the nitch.”” 

„That is a matter never conſidered ; provided the ſtatue is ſhaved 
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ſomething like a ſnake, they require nothing more; for if the thing 
was an idiot, or a — it would arrive there in its turn- 
Is not this cuſtom a wonderful refinement upon common ſenſe ? ” 

To this interrogation: I anſwered, „It was certainly unaccount- 
able; but I had ſeen and heard ſo many ſtrange things ſince my arri- 
val in the Iſland of Barfilia, that I began to doubt even my own 
ſenſes ; yet it ſeemed too certain that we were actually in durance vile.“ 

My friend ſaid, We could not reaſonably expect to accompliſh the 
glorious renovation of the ſnaky race, without meeting with ſome re- 
buffs, and much trouble from their preſent hard-hearted oppreſſors.— 
But to purſue the thread of the narrative. 

* The ſecond ſtory of this lofty, unrivalled fabric, is, as you may 
222 of no ſervice whatever in ſupporting the ſtructure. Obſerve 

ow exceſſively rotten moſt of the pillars are which ſupport this ſtory, 
notwithſtanding their magnitude. One reaſon of this unrverſal decay 
1s, that the pillars ſucceed each other by what is called hereditary 
right, or hereditary nonſenſe, or ſome ſuch ſtrange thing ; conſequent- 
pl a rotten pillar has juſt the ſame claim as a ſound one, —'Tis really 
urpriſing how theſe pillars have degenerated ! I ſincerely believe there 
is not five ſornd ones amongſt the whole groupe. You will not think 
this ſo very extraordinary, when I inform you that all thoſe reptiles of 
the firſt order, whoſe abominable iniquities have excited your diſguſt, 
are ſome of theſe individual pillars!” _ 

« You ſurely jeſt!” ſaid I; “ is this actually the caſe; and yet 
many of the little ſnakes continue lumbering ? Well, my travels have 
not been totally uſeleſs, ſince I have acquired this knowledge ; though 
the gatives of my country will deem this circumſtance the moſt incre- 
dible part of all my adventures.“ 

« Piſh ! you are quite ignorant of high and faſhionable ſnaky life, or 
you would know that thoſe crimes which you deteſt, are the only re- 
gi/fites for making a ſnake fit for a pillar. 

The lower, or baſement ſtory,” continued he, “ is ſupported by 
five hundred and fifty-eight little props.” 

Here I] caſt a penetrating glance once more on the ruinous manſion, 
and exclaimed, (wi cannot always check the impulſe of nature), 


„My God, it will certainly fall in a few hours! Only obſerve, Sir, 


almoſt all thoſe little props are viſibly rotten to the very heart It is 
abſolutely impothble the fabric can ſtand long, with ſuch a ſet of 
decayed props ; let them call it glorious or inglortous, enviable or deſ- 
picable, ſound or rotten !)* 

Mr. Seaclear anſwered, it probably might linger a few weeks, or 
months; but even that was a doubtful caſe : application, however, has 
been repeatedly made to thoſe identical props quictly to remove them- 
ſelves, in order to prevent the total, inevitabe ruin of the manſion, and 
ſuffer ſounder ones to be fixed in their places. To all thoſe numerous 
applications (as might be naturally expected) they calmly replied, 
with a moft inſulting ſneer, What would you have us pull our 
own houfe down *—No, no; we are not ſuch {imple fools as that 
How can you expect ſuch an abſurdity * The idca is perfectly 1 

ous ! 
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lous ! If ever the fabric is repaired, it muſt be by thoſe who have x0 
ntereft in its continuing as it is. 5 

eg bet they bind! endeavour to perſuade the little ſnakes, that 
the manſion is perfectly ſound ; notwithſtanding occular demonſtration 
muſt convince every unprejudiced examiner to the contrary. They 
affirm our eyes certainly deceive us; and are ſtrangely offended if we 
ſeruple their ſolemn aſſertions on the ground of undeniable facts. 

« Wonderful afſurance truly! ; : 

Not more wonderful than ftriftly true; but what will aſtoniſh you 
more ſtill is, that they have abſolutely perſuaded a few indifferent little 
ſnakes to credit their bace-faced falſehoods ! I! 

% That may be, Sir,” I replied ; © though you ſhall never perſuade 
me that they are not under the diabolical power of enchantment ; or 
at leaſt they myſt have received a glaſs or two of the mmi ferous 
draught. 155 not ſo eaſy to perſuade reptiles ho are in their ſound 
ſenſes, that a ſtone is a loaf, a rotten tree a ſound one, or that a Great 
Snake can poſſibly be a friend to the regeneration of his ſpecies. 
Thie eternal rule of right remains invariably the ſame, whether an en- 
chanted ſnake perceives it or not.” ; 

My friend ſmiled approbation, and dropped the ſubject, in order 
to reſume his anecdotes of the dignified ſnake's lives; ſaying, He 
ſuppoſed my diſguſt was by this time partly wore away, and I would 
like to hear ſomething more of the pillars, —* Tho/e Corinthian capitals 
of polijhed ſociety.” ] ; 

I propoſed poſtponing the buſineſs till next morning, finding a 
greater inclination to feed and refreſh the mortal part than the 
mental. 

My friend readily acquieſced, with his uſual complaiſance, and the 
under priſon-keeper entering, we requeſted ſome ſupper. He replied, 
with much affected dignity, that bread and water was too good for 
ſuch ſeditious traitors. 

J told him his opinion and mine differed widely. 

% That may be; but who is maſter here? 

The queſtion required no anſwer; and we were obliged to be content 
with that indifferent fare. Our bed was a little clean ſtraw, and Phi- 
loſophy, celeſtial maid ! our chief conſolation. 

Next morning we we ordered before the upper priſon-keeper ; who 
informed us, after much ceremony, that he had received an order to li- 
berate us both; and very civilly aſked, how we liked our laſt night's 
lodging; and our entertainment ſince we had been his gueſts ? | 

My friend told him both were extremely delightful. 

Being a very civil ſort of a ſnake, he cautioned us againſt the uſe of 
our tongues. 

I anſwered, „ That I did not know quiet diſcuſſion, or uttering in« 
conteſtible truths was forbid in Barſilia; but finding my error, 1 ſhould 
for the future be careful to conceal all wicked truths; finding they were 
not reliſhed by the ſuperior orders of ſnakes.” | 

He replied, * That ſuch things only tended to awake the little 
{nakes, wich was deemed by the ruling powers, an unpardonable 
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crime; but finding I was a ſtranger, my dignified proſecutor had 
kindly dropped his proſecution, ſuppoſing I might not be informed of 
that circumſtance,” 

I told him, The information was certainly new to me, and I 
thought could not fail to operate greatly in prolonging the ſleep of the 
ſnaky race in general.” 

Mr. Seeclear alternately ſmiled and frowned ; at laſt, turning to- 
wards our polite priſon-keeper, he ſaid, J conſider myſelf under no 
obligation to any profligate reptile exiſting for my liberty; the laws, 
ſuch as they are, would have given it me in a few hours; the 
palladium of the Barfilians being, as yet, only ſuſpended with reſpect 
to ſtrangers.” : 

The priſon-keeper retorted, with ſome aſperity, that he was much 
afraid my friend was become an incorrigible traitor. 

Mr. Seeclear tartly replied, © You well know I am a friend to the 
poor little ſnakes, and no tool of deſpotic tyranny.” This arbiter of 
our fate did not deign to make any reply, but ceremoniouſly departed ; 
and we, as the reader may ſuppoſe, not being over fond of the man- 
ſion, quickly followed his example. 

Being thus once more at liberty, I, and my companion, walked 
leiſurely along the crouded ftreets of Anguſtina, He made me 
obſerve'a large, and not inelegant building, which he affirmed was 
N e to ſome of the Great Snake's locuſts; whoſe buſineſs 
chiefly-confiſted in collecting wheel-greaſe ; he alſo told me there were 
many ſuch places in Auguſtina, and one in every town throughout the 
Iſland of Barfilia. - i 

I expreſſed a defire of being informed how much the ſaid wheel- 
greaſe might amount to, and how 1t was employed ? 

« As to that, the ſum is ſo immenſe, that your confined ideas of 
calculation will not be able to comprehend it. Reſpecting the expen- 
diture, J have already obferved, that the moſt of it goes towards greaſ- 
ing that confounded wheel, which js perpetually turning in this great 
city. It is true, ſome are of opinion, that one half would be amply 
ſuthcient for all H purpoſes ; and fupport their arguments with ab- 
ſurd realons of this kind: 

«I. It appears that the inhabitants of the Continent, who awoke 
about ſeventeen years fiace, do not expend the hundred and fixtieth 
part the quantity of wheel greaſe in turning their wheel, which the 
oppreſſed Barſilians actually expend for the ſame occaſion! This they 
deem a ftriking circumſtance ; but, Sir, you muſt be careful not to 
mention it, becauſe it is one of thoſe wicked and libellous truths which 
our intereſted rulers will not allow to be uttered with impunity.” 

+ I tbanked my friend for the hint, and deſired him to proced. 
II. A ſet of lazy, vſe.efs reptiles, who are loader wviih wheet- 
greaſe, ſo that they can ſcarcely fagger under the weight of it, plunder 
the Barſilians of as much annwally as the whole neceflary expence of 
thoſe happy continental reptiles amount to! ” 

« What!” ſaid 1, © is it pothble they can wiſh any retrenchment 
in this eligible eſtabliſhment ? * . 

£6 Very 
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40 oſſible. 

40 Tory They refuſe to approach the Great Snake, or the defects ok 
that tottering fabric I ſhewed you, ,, pious awe, and trembling ſox 
licitude  athrming, that truth and juſtice can never be hurt by tem- 
perate and honeſt diſcuſſions,” 

« As to truth and juſtice,” I replied, © they ſcem to be treated 
here as imaginary or contemptible things. 

4 They are, according to our oppreliors, ridiculous words without 
a meaning. Truth and juſtice, indeed !—Pray what Great Snake will 
guide his conduct by thoſe antiquated rulers?—None in Barſilia I 
aſſure you ! 

60 Iv. They declare, that the wheel was originally fixed for the 
general good; and that its various movements ought to be directed with 
a view to the general happineſs and proſperity of all repiiles.—Is not 
this a very ſtrange notion ? 9 5 

Strange, indeed! I anſwered, a little archly. 

« V, They affirm, that the intereſts of the little reptiles can never 
be promoted by the acceſſion of territory, when bought at the expence 
of their labour and blood; that to the Great Snake, and thoſe concerned 
in turning the wheel, wars are profitable; and io them alone. 

« VI. They eſteem it rather hard, that the little ſnakes are com- 
pelled to part with their well- earned greaſe, merely io pamper a ſet of 
devouring lecufts; and ſo furniſh the means of enſlaving themſelves. 

« VII. They think it a deplorable caſe that the little ſnakes cannot 
be allowed to depute a few from among themſelves, to watch over their 
intereſts, and ſee how their greaſe 1s diſpoſed of. 

« VIII. They declare that the education and comfort of the little 
ſnakes ought not to be ſo much negle&ed; conſidering that twice as 
much is paid for thoſe purpoſes only, (independent of the groſs amount 
of wheel-greaſe) as the moderate Great Snake takes to himſelf.” 

J obſerved, © That the little ſnakes muſt ſurely be mad to entertain 
ſuch wild ideas; and thanked God we had no fuch mad men in my 
country.“ 

Mr. Seeclear begged I would not blame the whole for a part; be- 
c:.uſe he could aſſure me, from perſonal knowledge, that theſe non 
ſenſical viſionary notions, as they were frequently termed by inter eſted 
reptiles, were only entertained by thoſe ſnakes who were actually 
awake; as to the remainder, who remain ſtill under the diabolical 
power of enchantment, their opinions are quite the reverſe. In point 
of numbers, I muſt aver, that the ſleeping ſnakes do not amount to 
more than one in five, taking all the ſnakes of Barſilia together. 

If the throng does not become too great, ſo as to impede our paſ- 
ſage, I will continue my anecdotes of ſnakes of the firſt order. 

« Fulyius Caſtinax is a reptile of ſome talents; he was once much 
eſteemed by the little ſnakes for preicnding to eſpouſe their cauſe againſt 
the numerous oppreſſions of the Great Snake; but it appearing upon 
examination, that he engrofſed a prodigious quantity of their greaſe 


2 year, the regard which they once had for him became conſiderably 
abated. 
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« He 2 a place which is by no means contemptible, within 
the walls of our late priſon; another a few miles down the river Iſis; 


another among the armed land ſnakes of this Tſland ; befides an im- 


menſe hereditary quantity of greaſe, taken from the produce of a 
certain black commodity, much uſed in cold weather by the ſnakes of 
Barſilia. 

« You ſee, Sir, I am not ſo malicious as to preſent none but com- 
pleatly depraved characters to your view. This reptile is a mixture; 
and were it not for his avarice, and a late manceuvre reſpecting our 
priſon, might till be held in ſome eſteem. It is generally ſuppoſed 
that virtue and intereſt are waging a dreadful war in his heart. Time 
will determine the victor. However, I am happy to aſſure you it is 
_ yet too late for him to regain the favour and eſteem of the little 

nakes. 

Henricus Caledonia 1s a character of ingular depravity. Obſerve 
that weathercock which is continually turning with the wind: the little 
ſnakes diſtinguiſh him by that name as frequently as his proper one, on 
account of his being entirely deſtitute of any virtuous principle, and re- 
gularly changing /ides merely to preſerve a large portion of the enticing 
loaves and fiſhes. At preſent he enjoys a moſt immoderate ſhare of 
them; but how long the little ſnakes will ſuffer ſuch a ſhameful proſti- 
tution of their zhee/-greaſe I cannot poſitively determine. The 
have begun already to intimate their diſlike, and a moſt alarming diſ- 
poſition to take perſonal vengeance on the depraved plunderer, by mak- 
ing a figure to repreſent him, and roaſting it.” 

1 aſked whether they would have actually roafted him if they durſt? 

No doubt of it. 

* As to honour, juſtice, humanity, truth, &c. &c. this reptile has 
always been at open variance with them. He ſerves no God but ſelf- 
intereſt ; and, to give him his due, he is firmly devoted to that. He 
has diſtinguiſhed himſelf very lately in bringing forward a moſt partial 
and iniquitaus law, among the ſecond order of venomous reptiles. 
This was one of thoſe occaſions, which ſeldom occur, when the ap- 
plication of ⁊ubœel- greaſe became totally unneceſſary ; nearly the whole 
virtuous ſet being confoundedly alarmed for their precious /9aves and 
fiſhes. Whenever any thing of this kind happens, they invariably 
unite againſt the poor little ſnakes—thoſe very reptiles whoſe parts 
they are deputed to epo. | 
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N relating my wonderful adventures, while a viſitor on the ſur- 

face of the Moon, I ſhall not trouble the reader with an account 
how I paſſed the day, that being no buſineſs of his, nor any way in- 
tereſting. 

Towards evening my worthy friend, (for whom I began to feel 
the moſt ſincere friendſhip, notwithſtanding his ugly ſnake's head) 
took me to a good looking manſion, in a long populous ſtreet, where 
I obſerved ſome curious words wrote over the entrance; which on 
reading attentively, I found to be the C——— and tavern. 

On entering this buſy fabric, he defired me, in a whiſper, to con- 
ceal my ſentiments; becauſe the company he. was going to take me 
into were all terrible devouring locufts. For his part he went ſimply in 
the nature of a ſpy, to collect abundant materials for ridicule and 
laughter; as he was ſure of not looſing his labour, whenever he went 
there : then pointing out to my notice a chattering conceited reptile, 
who was their chief, he began making the following obſervations : 
„That creature enjoys no leſs than five tolerable good haves, and being 
under great apprehenſion that the ſnakes who are awake might take 
two or three of them away; alſo inſtigated by ſome of thoſe rotten 
pillars I ſhowed you, in the ſecond ſtory of the ruinous fabric, he aſ- 
ſembled a few more reptiles, who were locuſts alſo, ſome- enjoying 
two, ſome three, others four loaves each, in order to deliberate upon 
the beſt way of preſerving them. After many diſcuſhons, it was una- 
nimouſly reſolved to raiſe a terrible hue and cry, that the glorious fabric 
was in greater danger than it really is; though from its ruttenneſi it 
muſt inevitably fall ſoon : alſo they determined to throw duſt in the 
eyes of the little ſnakes. in order to prevent their ſeeing clear; and to 
perſuade the well-meaning ſnakes that their property was in immi- 
nent danges : to anſwer theſe /a»dable purpoſes, a number of the moſt 
bare-faced falſehoods ever invented were circulated. As to argu- 
ments, they declined to make uſe of any, well knowing that truth and 
commor ſenſe would zever ſerve their turns. Inſtead of reſorting to 
reaſon, they applicd to an ancient vice, now greatly decayed, called 
prejudice. They wrote a number of filly things on this plan, ſaying, 
« For ſhame, reptiles, will you follow a faſhion which your old ene- 
mies have ſet : what ſignifies its being a glorious one] the ſole confi- 
deration of their ſetting it, ought to influence you to reject it wani- 
mouſfly, and unexamined.” (Though, with all due ſubmiſſion to their 
veracity, I affirm it was the brave continental ſnakes who ſer the 
ocanxple.) In ſhoit was I to give you an account of all the- ſtupid 
nſonenſe they, and their creatures, wrote, which was publithed in the 
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morning, and totally forgot before night by the little makes, I ſhould 
ſoon tire your patience. 

I demanded if it was really poſſible that any reptile, not immediately 
enterefted in the continuation of abuſes, could pay the ſmalleſt attention 
to ſuch evidently ſelfiſh proceedings ? 

My friend replied, with a figh, that many virtuous reptiles had 
been deluded by their arts; though it gave him great fatisfafQtion to 
find they were recovering their ſound ſenſes very faſt. I perceive, 
added he, the viriubus ſociety are going to break up, and have juſt 
figned ſome reſolutions. Let us liſten to them. Here the chief be- 
gan reading with an audible voice. 

« Reſolved unanimouſly, That the preſent glorious fabric (ſetting 
aſide its rortenneſs) is perfectly ſound ; and that it it the envy and ad- 
miration of the whole Moon—(notwithſtanding that no other nation of 
the Moon ever thought fit, or even attempted to adopt it.)—That it 
is a great and wonderful erection, the work of many ages; unrivalled by 
any power whatſoever ; and finally made perfect about one hundred and 
four years ſince.“ 

II. « Tha: we, in conjunction with. numerous other locuſts; as 
they impudently call us, having ſecured a very large ſhare of the 


@clicious loaves and fiſhes, will defend thoſe incomparable dainties, (and 


the ſaid fabric on their account, ) with our lives and fortunes.” 

IH. „That writing, printing, of diſtributing any books, not agree- 
able to our notions, makes the ſaid books immediately become ſedi- 
tious libels; and that we will uſe our utmoſt endeavours to bring ſuch 
atrocious offenders to puniſhment,” 

IV. “ Thar this dj/entereficd ſociety do afſume a ſpecious name, in 
hopes of alluring the ignorant and unweary to form fimilar aſſocia- 
tions; it having become abſolutely neceſſary either to relinquiſh our 
much loved /oaves and fi/hes, or to decoy ſome well-meaning reptile tc 
fupport us. 

Here the chief ſmiled; and one exclaimed, it will certainly take : 
exquiſitely worded indecd ! 

V. « That we will preach up the long exploded doctrine of di- 
wvire right ; conceiving it but juſtice to extol and ſupport that adm;- 
raole ſyſtem which fo liberally ſupports us; and without which alas 


(here the whole aſſociation ſighed deeply) aur fat places would become 


totally uſeleſs.” 


his reſolution was ſo highly approved of, that it was ordered to be 
read a ſecond time. . 


VI. « As there appears a viſible and moſt alarming tendency, 


among the little ſnakes in general, to awake from their long ſleep ; 


that it be recommended to the Great Snake (whom God preſerve) 
occaſionally to adminiſter a few doſes of the ſomnferous dranght, 
wherever he, in his profound wiſdom, may think it will operate 
the moſt ſucceſsfully We have a very high opinion of its won- 
derful virtue, and unrivalled excellence; wherefore, “with pious 


abe and trembling ſolicitude, we ftrongly recommend it.“ 


VII. 
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VII. That all quiet diſcuſſions, of whatever nature, not licenſed 
by ourſelves, are reaſonable and ſeditious; and that aſſociations not 
agreeing with us in principles, are abſolutely illegal: Moreover, we 
ſolemnly pledge ourſelves to each other, that we will uſe our utmoſt 
endeavours to bring ſuch notorious offenders to condign puniſhment ; 
conceiving that the little ſnakes have no right io enjoy the privilege of 
calm, temperate, free enquiry. 

The reader was interrupted by a voice exclaiming, God forbid they 
ſhould | for then I know not what might happen ! ! ! 

VIII. „That whoever dares to Felieve the wheel, which is in 
perpetual motion, was originally erected for the common benefit of 
all ſnakes, is no better than a frallor; and guilty of conſtructiwe trea- 
ſon; we being confident (and ſurely we ought to know !) that the 
true intent of the inſtitution was to give us a large number of /zaves 
and fiſhes each; therefore, whoever reaſons in this wnpleaſant manner, 
merits our decided hatred.” | 

IX. « That whoever pretends the little ſnakes ought to have a 
ſhare in turning the ſaid wheel, on account of their contributing almoſt 
all the greaſe, or under any other pretence whatſoever, ought to be 
deemed a moſt inveterate enemy; and proſecuted accordingly, under 
pretence of law, or ſome ſuch thing.” 

X. „ That if any reptile publicly declares the lower order of 
ſhakes are in any reſpect better than beafts of burden; or that they 
ought to de treated with the ſmalleſt degree of tenderneſs, on account 
of their being endowed with the ſame faculties, and ſhaped like 
us ; or under any other pretence whatſoever, that we will fpill 
the laſt drop of our blood in exterminating ſuch monſters from the 
face of the Moon.” 

XI. © That we will uſe our utmoſt endeavours to perſuade cre- 
dulous reptiles, that the equality wiſhed for, is an equality of property, 
and. not of rights ; by which means we may impoſe upon reptiles 
poſſeſſed of property. 

a * article was loudly commended, and pronounced an excellent 
artifice. 

XII.“ That the thanks of this meeting be given to our worthy chict, 


for the virtuous and di/interefted ſelicitude which ha has ſhewn in the 


common cauſe,” 

We departed along with the company, in whoſe faces the perturbar 
tion of their £44/-diſpoſed minds were very viſible.” 

WS. Seeclear aſked me how I reliſhed the reſolutions I had juſt 
ard ? 

I declared them to be beyond conception humane and liberal—that 
without doubt the Barſilians would be much edified by their publica- 
tion—and, that I made no doubt but the little ſnakes would evince theft 
gratitude on a proper occaſion. ; 

My friend agreed that ſuch uncommon civilities certainly merited 
eternal remembrance; and that he ſhould think the little ſnakes 
beaſts of burthen indeed, if they neglected faithfully to requite fo 
many favours : vet theſe R_ only act an under part; it is the 
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rotten pillars and rotten props, that countenance and ſupport them, 
who are the principals. Profligate and depraved as almoſt all thoſe 
pillars and prope are, moſt of them bluſh publicly to ſtep forward 
in their own indefenſible cauſes, They cannot but feel the ex- 
ceſſive impropriety of ſuch a ſtep :—However, there is one ſet of 
them, - chiefly compoſed out of the five hundred and fifty-eight 
rotten props, who combine together for fimilar prai/ezvorthy pur- 
poſes at the 8 —>—— and A——— T : if you pleaſe we 


will pay them a viſit. 


I ſignified my approbation ; yet hoped it was not far off, finding 
my ſelf a little fari; gued. 

« Tt is fituated at no great diſtance from that ſpot where the wheel is 
generally turned,” 

At our arrival I was ſurpriſed to behold an appearance of pomp and 
grandeur far beyond my humble ideas. Even the rotten props them- 
ſelves, that I expected to have found incapable of ſtanding erect, through 
their own rottennefſs and corruption, appeared ſhowy and magniſicent! I 
aſked my friend the meaning of this contradiCtion, 

He anſwered, I thought a little ſarcaſtically, O 'tis only to hide the 
exceſſive rottenneſs within ! and cheat the unwary little ſnakes as much 
as poſſible, with ſhow inſtead of ſubſtance : for, could we bare the mean 
hearts which lurk beneath that tawdry tinſel glare, nature would be 
ſhocked at the hedious fight, I am perſuaded your gentle diſpoſition 
could not endure it. You would bid adieu to the Ifland of Barfilia for 
ever, and explore ſome more favoured part of the Moon tor your 
amuſement ; where corruption is not yet become the almoſt never fail- 
ing companion of exalted rank, We can form a pretty juſt judgment of 
the abominable filthineſs contained within, by comparing their actions. 

I aſſure you, Sir, there is ſcarcely one of them, who is not annually 
touched by the Great Snake's jm 4 *varnd! for this paltry conſideration, 
they betray the moſt ſacred of truſts. There is no ſpecies of wicked- 
nefs, hawever deteſtable, that moſt of them will not chearfully com- 
mit for a little 7vbee{-grea/e ! knowing this to be true (and many of the 
little ſnakes know it alfo), they combine together againſt the general 

good; fearing hat a re form would reach themſelves, and take away the 
numerous /oaves and fj/hes. which they ſo undeſervedly enjoy: to ſay 
the truth, it is theſe locuſts the reform is levelled againſt, not the mid- 
dle rank of reptilcs. 

Some among them either now are, or have lately been, in a ſtate of 
ſeeming bitter enmity ? but their united hatred to the little ſnakes 
ſwallows up all perſonal quarrels; though their differences ſcarcely de- 
ſerve that name, becauſe the loaves and f i/bes are the only, or principal 
objects of contention. 

Obſerve that abandoned reptile Edmuldus Barkwell. In him you 


ſce a baſe proffituri on of literary talents. For hire, he writes in favour 


of the moſt deteſtable of all cauſes; which, now reaſon begins to be 
triumphant, 1s pally falling into decay, and univerſal contempt; yet this 
unbluſhing tool of d leſpotic power has deſerted the ſacred, and ſoul-ani- 
mating cauſe of the little reptiles, which he long pretended to eſpouſe; 


and 
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and now defends with more than barbarous rancour—with more tha" 
ſavage animoſity, their avowed and implacable enemies. But ver 
lately, when raving among the venemous ſnakes of the ſecond order, he 
drew forth a ſhining weapon, uſed by aſſaſſins, and with the ſanguinary 
tone and furious aſpect of an ignorant untutored ſavage, threatened the 
little ſnakes, and their divine cauſe, with his impotent vengeance : 
Happy it is for them that the united vengeance of all their cruel blood - 
thirſty enemies, reſembles chaff thrown againſt the wind, or water paſt 
through a fieve ! combinations in a wrong cauſe will moulder away 
infenfibly, Firſt one, then another becomes convinced of his error, 
till at laſt truth, like a rapid river, become irreſiſtible ! * 

As to this apoſtate reptile, deſervedly become the ſcorn of thoſe he 
has ſo baſely injured, even beyond forgiveneſs, his character and Pitticus 
Plauſible's are perfectly congenial they are equally depraved—equally 
poſſeſſed of talents ;—and equally deteſtcd ! 

While my friend delivered this ſpeech, I obſerved his eyes flaſhed 
with honeſt indignation. I told him he was no diſſembler, like the 
two time-ſerving hypocrites he had juſt mentioned; and aſked if 
there were no laws to puniſh ſuch vile apoſtacy in Barfilia ? 

None, ſaid he, but the unerring laws of common ſenſe and juſt re- 
taliation. Thoſe laws (which are the moſt ancient exiſting) you will 
ſoon ſee put in force; and dreadful laws they are : but, this much I can 
ſay in their favour, they always ſpare the innocent or deluded, but in- 
flexibly puniſh the guilty; and of all guilt that of apoſtacy, from the ſacred 
cauſe of the oppreſſed little ſnakes, is deemed the vileſt. A ſnake can 
guard againſt an open enemy; but the long pretended friend, the 
{miling deceitful villain, who can encounter on equal terms? When 
unmaſked, the finger of deriſion points ſuch unprincipled reptiles out, 
as fit objects of everlaſting ſcorn, the injured only wait a proper op- 
portunity to take ample ſatisfaction; and when the mind is already 
prepared, the opportunity is ſeldom long wanting. 

But to proceed: . That reptile is called (pointing to one who fat in the 
the corner) Sulpicius Winnandor. He alſo is an open avowed en my to the 
little ſnakes; as indeed are all the reptiles aſſembled here; though never 
having wore the maſk of friendſhip toward them, he is not fo much de- 
teſted as the rwo juſt mentioned. His language on a late publi8ogcafion 
was grolly inſulting to the little ſnakes. It is regiſtered, Sir, and will 
appear againſt him on a future occaſion, But, why ſhould I make a diſ- 
tinction of characters, ſince the whole inhuman combination are firmly 
rooted in the mercileſs and ſanguinary cauſe of defporiſm } There 1s 
ſuch an unentertainin; ſameneſs, that to delineate the portrait of every 
reptile ſeperately, would only be a tedious and unwelcome repetition,” 
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1 Accepted an apartment in my friend's manſion, which was neither 
gaudily ſplendid, or meanly contemptible. Here in Went retirement 
we calmly philoſophiſed on the various adventures of the day. I could 
not forbear obſerving that the low, illiberal, unjuſt proceedings of the 
ſuperior orders of ſnakes, and the more than common flupidry of the 
middle and lower claſſes, had fo diſguſted me, that I was come to a de- 
termination, next day to depart for my own country; and, therefore, as 
the laſt and greateſt obligation he could confer on me, I requeſted that 
he would favour me with the Great Snake's perſonal character; for I ama 
perſuaded, ſaid I, there muſt be ſomething very curious in his memoirs. 

Alas, replied my friend, tis but a tiſſue of crimes and misfortunes to 
Barfilia! whether they proceeded from the worckedneſs or weakneſs of 
the reptile, is of little conſequence to the public, as they are equally 
ſufferers. To deal candidly, J believe it is to the latter we muſt im- 
pute the miſeries of the Barſilians. | 

He came to the enjoyment of his dignity when my beloved country 
had arrived at an uncommon height of ſplendid proſperity. Indiſputa- 
bly viEtorious in all parts of the Moon, the name of Barſilia was feared, 


Honoured, and reſpected by every ſurrounding nation of reptiles. His 


firſt outſet was infinitely diſguſting to the Barſilians. Through the per- 
ſuaſion of a pampered minion of the firſt order, born in a remote part 


of the Iſland, the moſt ſacceſsful and beſt beloved helmſman we ever 


ſaw, was diſmiſſed from his occupation. Here permit me to digreſs a 
moment from the ſubject. Would you ſuppoſe that our preſent helmſ- 
man, Pitiicus Plauſible, a reptile ſo abhorred that his very name is 
coupled with infamy, whoſe character I have alrecady given you, is p- 
p05ed to be the offspring of this virtuous creature? 

Is 1: poſſible, I exclaimed, that ſuch degeneracy even occurs in your 
Iſlland? I always eſteemed it unnatural for the branches of a ſound tree 
to prove „ dnavg' rottex. 

Mr. Seeclear affirmed the caſe was preciſely as he had ſtated it; 
and, continued he, the conſequence of this impolitic diſmiſſion was 
ſuch as might be expected. An inglorious accommodation followed a 
long ſeries of uninterupted ſucceſs. Soon after this diſgraceful period 
the reptiles of the continent, beyond the great ocean, began to awake, 
they were not diſpoſed to contribute wheel-greaſe, 2 the Great 


Snake and his profligate followers, 70 5quander profusely away. This 
naturally brought on a ſerious miſunderſtanding ; more particularly as 
the Great Snake became very elamorous to obtain that article it being 
the darling idol of bis Soul. 


The more poſitive he grew, the more refractory and _—_— 
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thoſe diſtant reptiles became. Effects as naturally follow their reſpec · 
tive cauſes as heat follows fire. Warranted by the ſacred and enthu- 
ſiaſtic flame of, they fought, they bled, and they conquered a final 
ſeparation took place much to the diſgrace of Barſiſia; though to the 
everlaſting advantage of the whole ſnaky race. While time itſelf en- 
dures, the glorious ſtruggle will be remembered, with gratcful and re- 
verential awe ? Thouſands, and tens of thouſands, yet unborn, will 
bleſs the happy effects occaſioned by their uncommon bravery, and un- 
expected ſucceſs | before that happy period; cvery different tribe of 
ſnakes throughout the Moon profoundly flept ! But from the aſhes of 
thoſe that fell, during their ſeven years ſtate of probation, has ariſen a 
bright and glorious flame, which all the Great Snakes united can never 
extinguiſh ! It ſpreads with a filent, yet unconquerable rapidity ! We 


feel ourſelves changed, we glory in the transformation, yet ſcarcely per- 
ceive how it was — A ſnake once changed, never becomes 
the contemptible being 


e was before: every ſpecies of deſpotic tor- 
ture, every refined barbarity which the fertile invention of an en- 


raged Great Snake can poſſibly inflict, are to him but additional in- 
centives to perſevere in the soul-animating cause | When Gad commands, 
2vho can ſucceſsfully refift bis all. pomerſul will? The hero calmly bids 
defiance to death, and all its ghaſty retinue! To die in ſuch a cauſe 
is never - fading glory! My friend, we rather court the tyrant fo dread - 
ful to our oppreſſors, than ſhun it on theſe occaſions! When my 
time arrives, thou great Omnipotent ! grant me the favour of dying 
for my country ! But whether am I wandering ? forgetful of the 
Great Snake, and all ſuch paltry trifies, I gave a looſe to the emotions 
of a heart that beats with genuine love for all the ſnaky race : and 
when it ceaſes to beat in that manner, may I ceaſe to exiſt ! Perhaps 
I tire you. I will endeayour to be calm: —yet nature will prevail! 
*Trs a moſt momentous cause ! | 

Here I obſerved Mr. Seeclear take out his handkerchief and wipe 
his face, Methought a tear fell : I mentioned my ſuſpicion. 

He replied, it was a tribute due to the uncommon maſs of wretched- 
neſs which lay hid among the ſnakes of the loweſt order : many of 
whom were hard put to it to ger bread for their children, while a few 
great ones rioted, at their expence, in the moſt proſt gate debauchery ! ! ! 

]. blef: his goodneſs, and told hira that ſo far from being tired with 
his digreſſions, I could liſten with rapture— I thought for ever | 

He obſerved, that notwithſtanding the pains himſelf, and all of his 

erſuaſion took, to get the various oppreſſions removed, which bore 
— on the unfortunate little ſnakes; many of them even had the 
baſeneſs to plunder and burn the manſions of their beſt friends; and 
even maltreat their benefaCtors ; crying aloud in the exceſs of their in- 
fatuation C and „ and other ſuch» ridiculous terms: 
never reflecting that theſe very things occaſion the griping poveriy they 
groan under 

I exclaimed, O baſeneſs! O ſtupidity beyond example ! ſurely their 
own ſufferings will awake them before long ! Were they not en- 


chanted (which I am firmly perſuaded they muſt be,) I ſolemuly 
proteſt their mad conduct would be totally inexcuſable. | 
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Was it not out of compaſſion for their helpleſs miſery, and pi 
for their enchantment, we thould have left them to languiſh out a life 


of uncommon wretchedneſs, beneath the gripe of their barbarous op- 


preſſors long ſince: however, we will make one more effort to reſeue 
them; and if they continue ſtill unawakened, may they be treated 
(as they ever have been) like Seas of burthen to the end of time! 
May the Great Snake, and his locuſts,” not leave them a morſel of 
wheel-greaſe to procure food for themſetves or lille ones] 
Methinks, ſaid I, he has pretty well done that already, for any thing 
I can perceive to the contrary. Did you notice how many unfortunate 
reptiles, of both ſexes, we met in the ſtreets, ſhivering with cold and 
nakedneſs without an habitation to ſhelter their weary heads, and op- 
reſſed with hunger? | 
That is not peculiar to this great city alone; for the whole Iſland 
3s filled with ſuch /amentable objects! Fo make a few profligate great 
nakes riot in ſuperfluity, ſo many thouſands are reduced to this me- 


Jancholy fituation ! Thus are the bleſſings, which our beneficient . 


Creator deſigned for all, monopolized by a few; and thoſe few the 
ery refuse of reptiles!” | 

begged he would go on with the Great Snake's memoirs, fince 
ſuch ditcourſe affected my feelings too deeply. 

« Welt then, I will remark ſome of the evil conſequences atcrued 
by the Great Snake's perſecution of thoſe continental reptiles. Through 
this bleed maneuvre of his, the quantity of wheel-greace owing by the 
Barſilians doubled ; and every neceſſary of life conſequently enhanced 


in price. He, lite a very obliging reptile, taking theſe things into con- 


Hderation, procured a much larger allowance of zvhee/-prease than he 
before enjoyed; {6 that he has actually converted into private property 
a quantity, exceeding the one half of what all the Barſilians united pay 
every year. | | 

I aſked what motive the Great Reptile could have for amaſſing fo 
much <vbeel-grease, which, properly ſpeaking, cculd not belong to him; 
as he was maintained like a beggar at the common expence, and re- 
ceived the ſeventeenth part of their united; labours every year, merely 
for opprefſing il em n 

My friend ceplied, that it had been fhirty-tbret years fair weather, 
and as all affairs in the Moon were ſubject to change, poſſibly he 
might conceive there was a terrible ſtorm gathering. To reaſon from 
the preſent appearance of things, continued he, T am tempted to be- 
lieve that this is actually the case. | 

In domeſtic life, it muſt be confeſſed, this Great Snake, is truly 
amiable. He has had a liberal education; but nature not having been 


yery liberal to him, his capacity continues extremely circumſcribed. -'t 


believe his heart is tolerably good, though his head is undoubredly 
weak. You fee, Sir, I give you the fair and the foul fide of the picture. 
J am neither a har or a flatterer ; both characters being equally deteſt- 
able to me. Was he not ſo ſecluded from the generality of little 
ſnakes, and fo ſtrictly guarded by legions of intereſted reptiles, poſſi- 
bly he might be yet reclaimed ; and compenſate (by an —_— 
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act of generoſity, ) for the numerous train of evils; occaſioned by him 
{ef and his barbarous anceſtors. The little ſnakes might then enjoy 
what God and nature originally gave as the ir undoubted right; and 
which fraud and force long ſince robbed them of, without being com- 
pelled to /bed the blood of their cruel oppreſſors: yet I much fear there 
1s but one way to recover theſe ineſtimable bleſſings, without which life 
itſelf becomes a nauſeous draught ; I need not explain my meaning; 
Nature and Comman Senſe will point that out, to the moſt drowſy rep- 
tile, Can we reaſonably expect any Great Snake, or ſet of ſnakes, 
voluntarily to u dozwn thoſe ſplendid buildings which they idolize fo 
much? Can we expect, that they will caſt all their delicious loaves and 
lovely fiſhes into a heap, and ſay, come, little reptiles, take what pro- 
perly belongs te you; we have fattencd at your expence long enough; 


we will ne longer pamper ourſelves with what you acquire by uncea/ing 
toil, and the sweat of your brows ? 


* 


No my friend, ſooner ſhall reptiles be able to overturn the decrees 
of their Maker; ſooner ſhall day and night ceaſe to be, than a hoſt of 
profligate ſelf-intereſted Great Snakes act in ſo liberal a manner 

They are (with a very few exceptions) rotten to the marrow : there- 
fore, how can any little reptile that is awake, expect theſe creatures 
will combine together for the general good? That they will unite to 
perpetuate their mon/trous extorttins, and the moſt glaring abuses, we 
have had many recent inſtances in this Iſland. The combinations we 
have lately viſited, are farmed on this iniquitous plan. They wiſh to 
continue the little ſnakes on a level with the periſbable beafts of burden; 
never conſidering that the one are endowed with immortal, though 
#thereal ſubſtances, and that the others finiſh their career for ever with 
this tranſitory ſtate of mortal exiſtence! to argue with ſuch abandoned 
reptiles is like bidding the ocean become dry { Their own intereſt proves 
(and ever will prove) an inſurmountable bar to conviction. There is 
but one ſpecies of logic which can convince them; and that argument 
the little ſnakes who are awake, will moſt aſſuredly uſe : for, it is not 
in the nature of things to ſuffer ſuch inſulting reſtraint; ſuch accumulated + 
oppreſſion, as the Barſilians now groan under, any length of time. Long 
have they bore with patience the barbarous tyranny, and inſatiate ava- 
rice of thole dignified reptiles, whoſe caricatures J have given you, 
(and others of the ſame deſcription). Lorig have they endeavoured by 
mild methods to procure redreſs : always repulſed with disdain and 
with ingull, they are at laſt become determined 0 die or conquer in 
indication of their natural rights and their property, fo long plundered by 
the Great Snake, and his rapacious unfeeling followers, under pretence 
of its being neceſſary to turn the Heel! | 


I could not forbear commending their noble reſolution, and from the 
bottom of my heart wiſhirg them ſucceſs. 


Mr. Seeclear obſerved that the effort muſt ſucceed, ſince it was or- 
dained to happen (as he had before clearly demonſtrated) by the Great 
Omnipotent, at whoſe command deſpotic tyrants al! Independent of 
this comfortable divine prophecy, the juſtice of the thing alone, will 
greatly promote their project: That enthuſiaſm with which the ſoul 
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is ever animated, when acting in this ſarrad beaven · born cauſe, inſures 
ſucceſs. 
If you chuſe to defer your departure another day, I will carry you 
to-morrow where the moſt ſolemn, and intereſting of all cauſes, to the 


little reptiles, is going to be canvaſſed. It is betwixt the great ſnakes. 


and the little ones, and is ſimply to decide whether they ſhall ſtill con- 
tinue /{aves, or be free. 

On hearing this, I ſhook my head, remarking, that in all probability 
it would only be a mockery of juftice: however, at his requeſt, I would 

rolong my ſtay in the city of Auguſtina another day. | 

« ] alſo have my doubts; — but time will determine whether truth or 
arbitrary power, juſtice or injuſtice, ſhall be triumphant. 

It being of no conſequence to the reader how I paſſed the night, I 
ſhall, with his permiſſion, reſume the account of theſe my marvellous and 
uncommon adventures next morning, and in the next chapter. | 
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CHAP. VIE 


FN order to ſecure a convenient ſeat we left my friend's manſion at 

an early hour. When we came near the entrance of the fabric, 
where this momentous buſineſs was going to be decided; I begged to 
be informed why it was built in a manner different f.om all the other 
fabric's in that . and populous part of Auguſtina 

My friend replied, account of irs antiquity, our anceſtors having 
quite a different mode of building from that practiſed of late years. 

Being tolerably well accommodated with a feat, through the ſur- 
prizing influence of a little <vbeel-zreaſe; we waited with no ſmall 
anxiety for the approaching fate of the oppreſſed little ſnakes : I did not 
then know the cauſe was prejudged. * 

What firſt attracted my attention was a ſtrange ſort of ceremony per- 
formed by twelve demure little reptiles, who were ſeated together, and 
ſeemed to be conſidered with much difference by the numerous ſpecta- 
tors. Another little reptile, after -wtering ſomething, which I could 
not diſtinctly hear, preſented a black thing to the twelve reptiles alter- 
nately : each of whom e it with much ſolemnity; though I could 
not help obſerving, that immediately afterwards ſome of them turned 
their heads, and ſmiling, whiſpered each ether, « This is delightful : 
F wiſh we had ſuch a harveſt every day. How much wheel-greaje are 
you to have and ſuch like disjointed expreſſions. This part of the 
farce, as I afterwards found it io be, being finiſhed, I caſt my eyes 
upon a ſtrange uncouth figure of a ſnake, that was elevated above the 
reſt. His ears, (or what I miſtock for ſuch,) appeared of a moſt ex- 
traordinary magnitude, and ſeemed to be covered with hairs. I aiked 
my friend what ſort of a monfler tbat was, and why it was fixed there; 
having never before ſeen ſuch a wonderful fight, though I had viſited 
every place where wild beaſts ⁊bere kept in my own country? 

« Speak ſoftly, that is the head ſnake who preſides, and direfts on 
this occaſion. I know no more than you do, why he disfigures him- 
ſelf in that ridiculous manner; without it is through a whimſical con- 


ceit that that enormous load of falfe hair (for betwixt you and me it is 
not genuine) adds an appearance of ſagacity and wiſdom to his ſnaky 


countenance ; or ſtrikes awe into the vulgar little ſnakes ; who, through 
ſome means or other, have got a notion that wiſdom and ſuch range 
abſurditics are congenial. 

Every ceremony being finally adjuſted, which cuſtom has rendered 
requiſite previous to theſe Kind of diſcuſſions, a grave reptile covered 
with ſomething black aroſe, and began a very elaborate ſpeechy the 
purport of which was, that he was ordered by the Great 8 to 
accuſe a certain little reptile of uſhering into the Moon, a variety of 
#9torious truths, which were deemed gy the {aid Great Snake, ants 
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virtuous followers unfit to be told; adding you muſt be ſenfible (addreſs- 
ing himſelf to the twelve little ſnakes in the box) that if theſe atro- 
cious offences are ſuffered with impunity, the loweſt order of the Bar- 
filians will ſoon be as wiſe as therr opprefrs; and conſequently decline 
giving any more of their ohcel-greafe to the Great ke; which that 
learned reptile (pointing to the fuppoſed monſter) Lnows would be a 
great afflictien, not only to our head ruler, but to {ome thouſands of 

eat ſnakes, who fatten prodigrouſly on the ſaid delightful wheel-greaſe. 
1 I muſt obſerve, that it is contrary to the exiſtipg laws of 
this happy iſland, for any little reptile to utter ſuch 1:be/lous truths ; 
which I thall plainly prove the creature accuſed has, © Falſely, wickedly, 
and maliciou/ly” done. 

Malice againſt the great ſnakes appears very obvious; or why ſhould 
he wiſh to deprive them of their /a@ves and fi/bes, which it is well- 
known they ideli2e more than life itſelf? (My friend whiſpered no 
doubt of it.) Conſider how cruel ſuch a proceeding would be. Suppoſe 
you, who are to decide upon the metits of the cauſe, poſſeſſed, ſomo 
ten leaves, and a large delicious fb, others eight, others fix, &c. &c. 
would you chuſe to part with azy of them, merely to make every ſnake 
in the iſland of Parflia happy, and comfortable? Surely net! The idea 
is perfectly ria culous! (Here I obſerved the twelve {mile approbation.) 
Again, there exiſts another poſitive law againſt waking-(or endeavour- 
ing to wake) the little reptiles from their deep ſleep, or ſpeaking againſt 
the Great Snake's uſing the opium wand; yet this wicked creature has 
dared to do Sti; and even ſpoken againſt the neceſſary quantity of 
wheel-greaſe being annually given to a majority of the five hundred and 
fifty eight rotten props, who form the third ſtory of our, (Excellent 
Fabric, the envy and aumiration of the whele Moon.” Now you muſt all 
be ſenſible without the regular adminiſtration of this wonderful ſpecific, 
the {aid voten props might in proceſs of time awake, and become ſound: 
This, 1 am inſtructed to fay, would be a moft lamentable grievance to 
the Great Snake. 

I ſhall not treſpaſs too much on your patience, for a clearer caſe never 
before was publickly diſcuſſed ; however, it will be neceſſary toremark 
that the ſnakes of the firſt order feel greatly alarmed: I recommend 
this circumſtance to your ſerious attention; Conſider the abominable 


- wickedneſs of diſturbing them in the quiet poſſeſſion of their numerous 


leaves and fiſhes: J ſay, conſider how ſuperlatively atrocious this is: 
In my opinion (as well as theirs) no crime can equal it: Poffeſſed of 
theſe delicious dainties for ſome centuries, and now to be required 
to relinguafh them! O audacity in the extreme! It is ſurely ex- 
pedient to deviſe ſome new method of torture for puniſhing ſuch an in- 
trepid criminal! One who dares to ſpeak ruth whether agreeable or 
a fagrecable ! | ; 

J have yet another weighty charge to bring againſt this impertinent 


reptile. Here is ſomething in my hand containing the moſt diabelical 


inſinuations againſt our magnificent Great Sna ke, and thoſe virtuous * 
re/pettable reptiles his offspring . 
(Here was a loud /argh by all the ſpectators.) 
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On this declaration a ſecond ſnake, habited like the firſt, aroſe with 
fome degree of apparent warinth, and denied the truth of the latter 
accuſation ; affirming it was morally impoſſible that any reptile whatever 
could entertain the ſmalleft doubt of the uncommon virtues and admirable 
talents of the Great Snake's amiable offspring; adding, theſe things are 
notorious to the ⁊ubole iſland of Barſilia 

The firſt ſpokeſman in black did not preſs the matter further; but 
begged leave to mention a circumſtance which would leave no doubts 
whatever in the minds of the di/interefted twelve, reſpecting the guilt 
of the offender. Upon which a ftupid ſleepy ſortof a little ſnake was 
called, who declared that the Great Snake, and his chief favorite, had 
commiſſioned him to offer the wicked offender a very large quantity ef 
zwheel-greaſe; enough to have made him eaſy all his life, on condition 
that he would Sur in obliuion thofe malicious, libellous truths, which were 
the ſubject of the preſent buſineſs. That to his utter aitoniſhment the 
creature refuſed taking the /omniferous draught ! and ſpurned at the 
offer with inconceivable indignation |! 

The Great Reptile who fate alone, and had till now preſerved a 
ſolemn ſtately gravity, couid no longer contain himſelf; but exclaimed, 
« refuſe the ſomniferous draught ! Then the abominable wretch muſt be 

ilty After a proof of this ve nature, it is impoſſible to entertain 
the ſmalleſt doubt! | 

My friend, with a ſmile, demanded if ever I ſaw any thing acted 
better in the whole courſe of my travels? 

It was impoſſible not to admit the juſtneſs of his obſervation. 

Here the — reptile in black, who I underſtood was to argue in 
favour of the criminal, aroſe and made a terrible long oration. It was 
ſometime before I could gather from his diſcourſe whether he was ac- 
tually in favour of the offender, or not. He talked fo learnedly, and 
yet ſo jeſuitically, at the commencement of his ſpeech, that I con- 
tinued long doubtful, notwithſtanding the information I had receiyed. 
However, by ſome ſingular quotations in favour of the little ſnakes, 
which he read from certain muſty things, whoſe authors without doubt 
deſerved to be ſacrificed ; I was at laſt convinced that he meant to ſerve 
the little ſnakes, as much as the weight of wo heavy loaves, with 
which he was burdened, would admit. 

He urged a deal of nonſenſical ſtuff about little reptiles having a clear 
and undoubted right to differ in opinion; and quietly to diſcuſs their 
ſaid gpinions; which was flatly contradicted by the learned reptile on 
the other fide of the queſtion ; Who afirmed, with much ſolemnity, 
that every creature in the iſland of Barſilia was in duty bound to ſee 
with the ſame eyes as the Great Reptile, and his viriuous followers ;— 
That to infinuate a certain fabric wanted repairing was a moſt auda- 
cious peice of preſumption ; fince no creatures could be competent 
judges of that matter, but the great reptiles who enjoyed the /oaves 
and fiſbes, and inhabited the ſaid fabric. That ;rutb was no longer truth 
when it militated againſt the ntersft of any great rept.le whatſoever. 
He brought many del precedents to prove that this cuſtom (ſtrange 
as it may ſeem!) had long been the ſtanding law of Barfilia. 6 
2 or 
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For my part, I could not help admiring the dexterity with which he 
clearly demonſtrated that t wwas darkneſs, and wirtue, vice. I per- 
ceived it gave the preſiding Great Snake, and the virtuous twelve un- 
common ſatisfattion, 

I aſked my friend what was the reaſon twelve (God bleſs their 
conſciences !) ſeemed to ſleep ſo profoundly when any argument was 
urged in favor of the wicked criminal? And why that frown ſat upon 
their lovely countenances when thoſe learned quotations were read in 
favour of the oppreſſed veptiles? Mr, Seeclear obſerved, that the 
Hort disjointed ſentences Toe had overheard might poſſibly account for it. 

The learned reptile who argued againſt the offender, continued to 
take an infinity of pains (though at times I remarked it was with dif- 
ficulty he reſtrained his own laughter) to prove that the roten pillars 
belonging to the ſecond ſtory of that wonderful fabric I have fo often 
mention, were lately become ſound, by the power of enchantment; 
notwithſtanding the tranſition might be doubted by the reptiles of 
Barfilia ; and in the words of a certain anb/u/hing /iave of deſpottſm 
repeatedly exclaimed, are they not, © The pillars of the landed intereſt ?* 
Who can have any intereſt in land but them? 

This was almoſt too much to cram down the throats of the twelve; 
notwithſtanding they ſeemed ready to ſwallow every thing which could 
Pollibly be advanced againſt the miſerable offender, 

The learned arguments, on both ſſdes of the queſtion, now began 
to draw towards a concluſion. The twelve ſeemed very impatient to 
fulfil the expectations of the Great Snake and his locuſts, inſomuch 
that they would not retire as is cuſtomary on theſe oecaſions; but vo- 
ciferated, (notwithſtanding one of the reptiles in black had juſt roſe 
up to ſpeak,) © Enough, enough, the wretch is guilty.” 

The indifferent little ſnakes who were preſent, teſtified their pointed 
diſapprobation of this perver/ion of zuftice ; and my worthy friend ob- 
ſerved, (with a ſigh,) mark the aſtoniſhing influence of zwheet-greaſe ! 
You have this day ſeen it convert truth into falſebood. The natives of 
your country will ſcarcely be brought to credit your accounts of its 
wonderful power. But do not be caſt down (remarking that I looked 
penſive and melancholy) for rely upon it this infamous proceeding wall 
anſwer quite a contrary effect to what the dignified reptiles expect. 
Ir ſtead of taming that unconquerable thirſt for knowledge, which 
is now diffuſed far and wide, it will increaſe it; and aſſuredly ſerve to 
trumpet forth, to the wretched reptilcs of Barfilia, how much they have 
been impoſed upon. A 7uft canſe defies the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny; but a rotten 
one muſt have recourſe to oppregion and fraud, Why ſhould theſe rep- 
tiles, who have engroſſed the load, and fi/bes, take ſo much pains to 
prevent the inferior claſſes from acquiring knowledge ? Becauſe 
the latter would ſoon become too wiſe to pay fo much wheel-greaſe 
merely to ſupport a ſet of profligate locuſts, in riot and debauchery ! 
If theſe oppreſſors were conſciors of being right, they would not wiſh to 

revent the inferiour claſſes from judging for themſelves :—-—But, well- 
ng their unbiaſſed decifions would be againſt a continuance 'of 
che pretent Hydra of corrupiion, which ſo grievouſly oppreſſes them, 
3 the 
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the poor little ſnakes are deprived of that natural claim. What fol- 
lows > Why, every one not perfectly aſleep, will immediately con- 
clude that ſomething is wrong ;—— That more whzel-greaſe is extoried 
from them than is xeceſary ;— That it is become their duty and intereſt 
to examine minutely into theſe affairs; and to muy all abuſes: That 
as they originally delegated a facred truft, to thoſe who in proceſs of 
time are become the moſt cruel! and abandoned reptiles in the whole 
iſland ; by the ſame eternal and unalienable right which gave them the 
authority of ng, they may take away the ſaid iruft, and place it 
amongſt themſelves. That as the immutable law of nature is antece- 
dent to every ſucceeding law, the latter conſequently becomes null and 
void, whenever the former choſes to att: for, be aſſured that zo decree 
ever made by the ſnaky race, can, or ought to ſet aſide, or in the 
ſmalleſt reſpect alter, that original law 

There is a ſilent monitor fixed within the breaſt of every ſnake, 
which inceſſantly tells him, thus far mayeſt thou proceed with inno- 
cence, but no farther |! 

My friends philoſophy ſunk deep into my heart. I could not for- 
bear teſtifying my fincere gratitude for the numerous inſtructive leſ- 
lons which he had fo kindly given me. 

The buſineſs of the day being over, we departed from this an- 
tiquated building: Mr. Sceclear in ſearch of objects worthy his com- 
miſeration; and myſelf, and Balloon, to my native country; where 
being ſafely arrived, after a pleaſant voyage, gentle or ungentle, 
curious or incurious reader, I defy the malice of all thedignified ſnakes 
of Barſilia. 

If this performance meets with the approbation of my enlightened 
countrymen, poſſibly J may be induced to quit a ſnug country re- 
treat, and make a few more ærial voyages to the lunar regions, 


ARATUS. 


1 


- 


\ 3 
e ET SLARSTI Hae FL 


